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Irresistible Love 
By Doris Tilton 


LOVE of God! what power can make 
thee powerless 
To hold me firm when others flee with fear ; 
To keep me faithful when, amid the conflict, 
Followers once true turn back and 
disappear ? 


O Love of God! what charm can make thee 
charmless 
To hold me thine? Let other friendships 
call ; 
Let creature love present its mighty challenge ; 
I cannot leave thee—thou hast won my all. 


O Love of God! what grief can make thee . 


joyless, 
E’en though it be a broken heart, and torn? 
For thou dost seek me through the deepening 
shadows, 
Whispering, ‘‘ There comes a tearless 
morn.”’ 


O Love of God! what light can dim thy 
brightness ? 
Not all the glow of gold or diamonds rare — 
For thou dost gleam above them, yea, 
beyond them, 
Revealing mansions great, eternal, fair. 


Old or Young? 


We can be old, or young, as we 
. “It’s a charming resort,” some 
me said to a woman who was deciding 
#@n a place to spend the winter, “but in 
@pite of the sunshine ard the beauty and 
e water it is rather depressing. “You 
ee, so many old people go there. Of 
msourse I don’t object to old people — 
ow could I? —I’ll be old soon. But in 

. din they are depressing. They talk 
<t- of their ills, and the good old days, and 
be 9 they never say an original or stimulat- 
4 ing thing.” “That’s enough,” said the 
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other. “I shall not go there. I can put 
up with stiff old bodies, but I refuse to 
live with stiff old minds.” Yet there 
are people of eighty or more who are 
not old because they have never closed 
their minds. We all know them and 
love them. There are some people half 
that age who are old because they have 
shut the doors of the mind and retired 
into a gloomy house, which will be- 
come a crumbling ruin. If we “think” 
old we shall grow old in the worst sense 
of the word. In both body and mind we 
can become decrepit, unlovely, lonely, 
and we shall deserve it. Said a cheer- 
ful philosopher, “The time is coming 
when I shall be called either an old 
dear, or that horrid old thing. Is it not 
a good idea to consider this early in life, 
and set a course for the way we want 
to go? Those who have lived for many 
years and are still young in mind, and 
greatly loved, have taken as their Sav- 
iour and life One who never grows old 
but is the same “yesterday, and to day, 
and for ever,” —the Lord Jesus Christ. 
They are looking to him, day by day 
in their old age, just as when they first 
knew him, to be their Guide, their 
Strength, their Comfort. And even in 
old age they find that he is able and 
eager to work the miracle in them of the 
‘new creation: old things are passed 
away; behold, all things are become 
new” (2 Cor. 5:17). 


te 


The Glory of Concealment 

It is for our blessing that God hides 
from us some things we wish we could 
know. To know these things now might 
only confuse or distress or discourage 
us; and other things that God will re- 
veal to use later will bring us greater 
blessing and joy than if he disclosed 
them now. So let us trust our heavenly 
Father to withhold and to give. His 
love and his wisdom are perfect: he 
makes no mistakes. Solomon, whose 
wisdom, given to him by God, exceeded 
that of all other men, declared by in- 


spiration: “It is the glory of God to 
conceal a thing” (Prov. 25:2). Moses 
said, long before Solomon’s day: ‘The 


secret things belong unto the Lord our 
God: but those things which are re- 
vealed belong unto us and to our chil- 
dren for ever, that we may do all the 
words of this law” (Deut. 29:29). And 
Paul, a thousand years after Solomon's 
day, exclaimed with thanksgiving: “O 
the depth of the riches both of the wis- 
dom and knowledge of God! how un- 
searchable ‘are his judgments, and his 
ways past finding out!” (Rom. 11:33.) 
The Scottish Christian writer, George 
Macdonald, said truly: “The secrets that 
God keeps must be as good as those he 
tells.” So let us “wait on the Lord: be 
of good courage, and he shall strengthen 
thine heart: wait, I say, on the Lord” 
(Psa. 27:14). 
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Entrusting Our Children to God 


By a Christian Mother 


SuNDAY ScHoo.t TIMEs an article by 

an earnest Christian mother, tell- 
ing of her pian and happy experiences 
in teaching her children to read and love 
the Bible. Ten years later a Times 
reader wrote of this article: “Do you 
suppose these children were just as in- 
terested in the Bible ten years later as 
they apparently were in their teens?” 
The Editor then asked the writer of the 
article for a reply to the inquiry. Her 
answer, written with admirable honesty 
and frankness, was published in the 
Times last September 18. She wrote 
that the children’s interest had not con- 
tinued, and told how they had drifted 
away from God; she blamed herself, say- 
ing she had grown cold toward her task: 
but she closed with a note of encourage- 
ment, saying: “I believe it can be done, 
nevertheless. . . . Children can be in- 


Y soos ago there appeared in THE 


terested in the Word of God. ...I know 
that persevering effort in much prayer, 
and faith for ‘my house,’ would have 
held their interest and won their con- 
secration.” 

Another Christian mother, after read- 
ing this letter, was moved to write the 
editors, asking them to “write an edi- 
torial of encouragement to parents.” But 
the editors believe that this mother has 
written just the type of article that will 
encourage other parents, so her letter is 
now shared with readers of the Times: 


Today I have been reading over some 
old copies of the Times I missed during 
an absence last fall. The mother’s letter 
in the issue of September 18 reminded 
me of something that has been on my 
heart for a long time. For several years 
I have wanted to ask you to write an 
editorial of encouragement to _parents. 
I have felt a desire to pass along my 
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experiences, but I am an_ unskilled 
writer and felt unequal to the task. 
Perhaps you could take my experiences 
and write them in a way that would 
help some discouraged parents in these 
trying days. 

So many people feél that raising chil- 
dren is a great gamble,—that one can 
never be sure of the outcome. Many 
times in my life I have heard the phrase, 
“They have had fine luck with their chil- 
dren,” or, “It’s too bad that such fine 
parents had such bad luck with their 
children.” That always disturbs me, for 
I cannot think that in such a thing as 
the rearing of the children God has 
given us we should be at the mercy of 
chance. And today as I came from the 
home of a mother whose only son lies 
broken in body and mind, the words of 
that mother made my heart heavy. “Oh, 
you can’t know how I feel,— you who 
have had such good luck with your chil- 
dren!” My whole being cried out at the 
waste ahd ruin of that brilliant young 
life. It was all so unnecessary. 

A picture kept rising before me of the 
other years of that boy’s life—of his 
irregular attendance at Sunday school, 
of his parents’ spasmodic interest in 
church, of their passionate devotion and 
loyalty to their lodge, of the money 
spent regularly on movies, of the 
mother’s admission at one time that she 
had never attended a missionary meet- 
ing of any sort, I have a memory of a 
later year when the boy stayed in our 
home, and of the yearning in his voice as 
he said one night, “I wish I had been 
taught more of the right things when I 
‘was a youngster!” That mother and 
father are Christian parents, but they 
still think they have had “bad luck.” 

I have four children. All are conse- 
crated Christians. My eldest son is pre- 
paring for the ministry, my eldest 
daughter is studying in a Bible institute, 
and the two younger are already being 
transformed into the image of the Mas- 
ter rather than conformed to this world. 
They are lively, lovely children, full of 
faults still, but growing in grace every 
day. And it isn’t luck that did it. It 
was and is God and God alone. 

When our children were born, the re- 
sponsibility of raising them aright lay 
very heavily upon our hearts. Even be- 
fore they came they had been dedicated 
to the Lord, but the task of training 
them was ours. Conscientiously and 
earefully we performed our task, — so 
earefully that I fear that many times 
it was not prayerfully. I thought I just 
had to do it by sheer force. Both the 
father and I resolved to keep our own 
lives as true as possible to the Master’s 
pattern, and to train the little ones to 
follow in His steps. How diligently we 
taught and labored! The children were 
taken to church and Sunday school when 
a few months old, and no weather was 
severe enough, no other plans fascinat- 
ing enough to make us miss. My hus- 
band has been a deacon in every church 
to which we ever belonged and a Sun- 
day school superintendent in a little 
crossroads church in the cut-over lands 
and in a large church in a great city. 
For thirty years I have been teaching 
Sunday school classes and Bible classes 
in my own home. Our home is a place 
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where books are loved and studied, and 
we bought commentaries, a concordance, 
and inspirational and devotional litera- 
ture when we could not afford good 
clothes. It seemed to me that we did all 
that could be done to bring up our chil- 
dren in the love and fear of the Lord. 
Oh, we worked so hard and were really 
so ignorant of God’s ways! 

They all became Christians — were 
really saved—at an early age, and to 
most people our way was a success. But 
one day God gave us a new vision which 
revealed to us that he and he alone could 
do what must be done for our dear ones 
—and for us. We could dedicate, but 
only he could consecrate. That day I 
fell on my face before God and begged 
his forgiveness for my presumption. I 
laid my life, my husband, and the chil- 


dren at his feet, and asked for grace. 


and strength to let him work without 
my interference. Thank God, ‘the can 
make even sur mistakes over for his 
glory! The same God that promised to 
restore to his people the years that the 
locust had eaten, now took charge of 
my affairs and began to work them over 
in his own way. 
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The story is too long to tell in detail. 
Often I have failed and found myself 
worrying and trying to adjust lives and 
circumstances. But God is patient, and 
we go on. Not my faith but his faith- 
fulness gives the victory. 

Do not think I have cast away all re- 
gard for holy living and careful teaching 
and a good example. These all have 
their place as a part of the mechanism. 
But they do not furnish the power. That 
comes from God. And it came into my 
life and began to operate in my family 
when I acknowledged my utter inability 
to do the task and laid the entire burden 
on him. Now I just carry out his orders. 
He is the Executive who plans and 
directs. Such a joy as he gives! To 
watch young lives grow daily into his 
likeness is a foretaste of Heaven. 

Can you ‘get this message over 
to worrying, care-burdened parents? 
“Trust in the Lord. Delight in him and 
his Word. Walk humbly before him. 
Give the children completely to him, 
for service or sacrifice, as may be his 
will. And he will give you the desires 
of your heart in the consecration of 
those children.” 














NoTES ON OPEN LETTERS 














Those 91 Baptist Churches 


In Tue Sunpay ScHoot Trmes of Febru- 
ary 19 there appeared a statement to the 
effect that some _  ninety-one’ Baptist 
churches in Michigan had withdrawn from 
the Northern Baptist Convention. I am 
intensely interested in every movement 
these days in the direction of contending 
earnestly for the faith which was once 
delivered unto the saints, and in indi- 
viduals and groups taking a definite stand 
for the Gospel free from Modernism and 
all its deadly power. I would greatly 
appreciate any further information that 
you could give me regarding the move- 
ment of these ninety-one churches.—A 
Wisconsin Baptist pastor. 


Four other Baptist readers of the 
Times have written about this statement, 
protesting that it was not true. It was in 
Ernest Gordon’s Survey in THE SUNDAY 
ScHooL Times of February 19 that the 
statement was made: “Ninety-one Bap- 
tist churches in Michigan have left 
the Northern Baptist Convention in a 
hody. They are tired of being double- 
crossed. by the foreign missions society.” 

There was an error of fact in this state- 
ment, which THE SunDAY ScHooL TIMES 
regrets and gladly corrects; Mr. Gordon, 
who at present is in Sweden, would join 
in this correction and expression of regret 
if he were within reach at this writing, 
as he has already corresponded with the 
Editor about it, explaining that his note 
was based upon statements in The China 
Fundamentalist, which apparently was 
quoting The Fundamentalist of Detroit. 

The facts seem to be as follows. The 
ninety-one Baptist churches in Michigan, 
referred to in the note, took no action 
eoncerning their affiliation with the 
Northern Baptist Convention or denomi- 
nation, that relationship continuing as 
before. Their action had to do with 
their missionary work. These churches 


have been troubled because of the im- 
personal inclusive plan of the Unified 
Budget of the Northern Baptist Conven- 
tion, and they decided to support in- 
dependent orthodox missions, naming 
and endorsing certain sound missionary 
organizations not connected with the 
Northern Baptist Convention. 

Like most of the larger evangelical 
denominations, the Northern Baptists in- 
clude in their membership, and in posi- 
tions of leadership, individual pastors 
and laymen who are committed to un- 
compromisingly sound and Fundamental 
doctrinal positions, and on the other 
hand this denomination, like most others, 
includes leaders and members who are 
committed to compromising, Modernistic, 
and unsound doctrinal positions. Among 
the many true, sound leaders in the 
Northern Baptist denomination are such 
men as Dr. Earle V. Pierce, of Minne- 
apolis, leader of the Fundamentalist 
Movement of the Northern Baptist Con- 
vention for the past seven years, who 
this year was: elected President of. the 
Convention; Dr. John W. Bradbury, As- 
sociate Editor of the Watchman-Exam- 
iner of New York, one of the Tres 
most valued writers; Dr. H. H. Savage, 
of Pontiac, Mich., the well known Fun- 
damentalist pastor and leader, active in 
connection with the movement of the 
ninety-one Baptist churches in their sup- 
port of independent orthodox missions; 
and Dr. W. B. Riley, of Minneapolis, 
loyal Baptist and veteran leader of the 
World’s Christian Fundamentals Associ- 
ation for many years. That Modernism, 
on the other hand, has done harmful 
and destructive work in that great de- 
nomination, as in almost all the larger 
denominations today, is an unquestioned 
fact. 
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A light that shone with equal brilliance among 


The Radiant Life of Bishop Taylor Smith 


By the Rev. W. H. Aldis "°"° ‘Giise'iniced Mision” * 











HEN the news of the passing of 
W wx Bishop was cabled to Eng- 

land two thoughts were upper- 
mest in many minds: 

“How he will be missed !” 

“What a welcome Home he will have 
received !” 

Yes, the Bishop will be missed by tens 
of thousands of people all over the 
world, for probably it would be impos- 
sible to find in any land another Chris- 
tian leader who was so well known and 
so deeply loved as was Bishop Taylor 
Smith. 

In many circles in England, especially 
of young people, the term, The Bishop, 
or more familiarly, “The Bish,” was only 
applied to one man,—every one knew 
the reference was to Bishop Taylor 
Smith. 

And what a welcome he will have 
received on the other side! The gates 
of the Eternal City will have been flung 
wide open and all the trumpets will 
have sounded as he entered through the 
gates into the City. If ever a man heard 
from the lips of the Master, “Well done, 
thou good and faithful servant,” then 
this was true of the beloved Bishop. 

The limited space at my disposal will 
not permit of a detailed sketch of the 
life of this servant of God, and the ob- 
ject of this brief story is to point out 
some of the outstanding characteristics 
of his life and ministry. This much, 
however, must be said. The Bishop was 
born in 1860, and when only a boy he 
came to know Christ as his personal 
Saviour. In 1882 he entered a theolog- 
ical college to prepare for the ministry 
of the Church of England. After his 
ordination he worked in a parish in 
South London, where he exercised a re- 
markable spiritual influence, especially 
with young people. Then came the call 
to go out to Sierra Leone (West Africa) 
as a Missioner in the Diocese, and for 
seven years his ministry was greatly 
owned of God. While there something 





His Winning Smile 


It had been a long journey for the 
Bishop. He had toured the United 
States, where he had been stricken 
with pneumonia and then raised up 
again in answer to prayer. Then he 
had gone steadily on to Australia, 
had held forty meetings in Sydney 
and eighteen in Melbourne, and his 
face was again turned toward his be- 
loved England. Yes, he had set sail 
for home, but not just the home he 
was expecting to see at the end of 
his voyage. For he was on the last 
stretch of his earthly pilgrimage, 
and before he saw again the white 
cliffs of Dover, he was called to a 
brighter, a happier, and a better 
Home than he ever knew on earth, 
toward which his face had been set 
since boyhood. 


The whole Christian world will 
mourn his loss. The Times is glad 
to be able to share this discerning 
review of Bishop Taylor Smith’s 
beautiful life, written at the request 
of the Editor by one who knew the 
Bishop well. And, as Mr. Aldis 
writes in this article, “his very re- 
moval from our midst will be a call 
to a renewal of our consecration to 
his Lord and ours.” 








happened which affected the whole 
future course of his life. In 1895 he went 
as Chaplain to the British Forces, in 
their march to Ashanti (Gold Coast, Af- 
rica) and was brought into contact with 
the late Prince Henry of Battenberg, 
who was serving with the forces. The 
Prince was seized with a fatal illness, 
and Canon Taylor Smith, as he then was, 
was constantly with him and received 
messages to be delivered personally to 
Queen Victoria and the Princess Beatrice. 
This brought him into intimate touch 
with the Royal Family who learned 
greatly ‘to love and respect our friend. 
It is known that the Bishop had many 
opportunities of conversation on spir- 
itual things with members of the Royal 
House, and he had many deeply interest- 
ing stories of these contacts which he 
would tell to an intimate circle of 
friends. This friendship had much to do 
with his subsequent appointment as 
Bishop in Sierra Leone, and later as 
Chaplain General to the British Forces 
when that post became vacant. 

Then came the period of the Great 
War when the Bishop had under him 
between 3,000 and 4,000 chaplains —a 
tremendous responsibility, but borne by 
him in such a way as to win the con- 
fidence and affection of all, even of those 
who did not agree with his whole- 
hearted evangelical position. There can 
be no doubt that many a soldier in the 
British Army in those war years came 
to know Christ because of the faithful 
witness of the Chaplain General. 





In 1925 he retired from the Army, and 
since that time has traveled throughout 
the world more than once, exercising 
an ever gracious and fruitful ministry. 

During his last journey which took 
him through the United States he was 
stricken down with pneumonia, but 
prayer was made for him unceasingly 
by God’s people in all lands, and in what 
seemed a miraculous way the Bishop 
was raised up to health again. Some 
‘wondered whether after his serious ill- 
ness the Bishop would continue his 
journey, but those who knew him best 
were convinced he would go on to 
Australia. So it was, and in Sydney he 
addressed forty gatherings, and in 
Melbourne eighteen, and then he set 
sail for home. He never reached the 
shores of England, but just when he was 
looking with eager anticipation to his 
arrival the call to the Eternal Home 
came, March 28, and the Bishop was 
“with Christ; which is far better.” 

What was the secret of this truly won- 
derful and beautiful life? First of all 
the Bishop knew God, and there was a 
holy intimacy about this relationship. 
For many years he had formed the habit 
of waking about four o’clock in thie 
morning, and then he would spend an 
hour or two in converse with his Lord. 
No wonder when he came down to 
breakfast his face was radiant with re- 
flected glory. Some of us will see him 
right to the end of our lives with that 
wonderful expanding smile spreading 
over his face —it seemed to be just the 
expression of a deep joy within. This 
habit of the Bishop’s made prayer a very 
real thing. He was always reverent, and 
yet there was a note of intimacy as he 
talked with his Lord. When he stood 
up in a pulpit and said, “Let us pray,” 














Bishop Taylor Smith and the Rev. 
W. H. Aldis at Keswick, England 
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how we loved to hear his resonant yet 
musical voice utter the words, “O Lord, 
uphold me that I may uplift thee.” 

And the second element in the secret 
of that life is the Bishop’s utter devotion 
and loyalty to the Lord. He had been 
captured and captivated by Jesus Christ. 
He had given himself unreservedly to 
his Lord, and it was his habit, as he 
used to say, every morning to make his 
bed an altar and to renew his consecra- 
tion by saying as he lay there: “Here 
I offer and present unto thee, O Lord, 
myself, my soul, and body to be a rea- 
sonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto 
thee.” And so throughout the day he 
lived as one who was not his own. 

And how he loved to witness to others 
concerning his Lord! The writer be- 
lieves that the Bishop was one of the 
greatest personal soul-winners of mod-, 
ern times. He never missed an oppor- 
tunity of speaking about the Saviour. It 
was all done so naturally, and he could 
without any difficulty steer a conver- 
sation toward the all important matter. 
The writer remembers that the Bishop 
told a little company of friends how he 
commenced to witness for Christ imme- 
diately after he, as a schoolboy, came 
to know the Saviour. He said he would 
never forget the day when he led one 
of his school fellows to Christ. “I went 
home,” said the Bishop, “and as I walked 
I said, ‘Lord, now lettest thou thy serv- 
ant depart in peace, for mine eyes have 
seen thy salvation.’” He added, “I was 
just -a little afraid lest my first convert 
should not stand, and I didn’t want to 
live to see him backslide !” 


Always a Soul-Winner 


Many a soul has come to Christ by 
the roadside after a talk with the Bishop. 
It was quite a common sight in Keswick 
to see the Bishop standing with one or 
more people to whom he had been wit- 
nessing concerning his Lord. His hat 
would be off and his head bowed, as 
with perfect naturalness he talked to the 
heavenly Father. Probably there are 
some in every country in the world who 
either owe their conversion to the 
Bishop’s witness or who received some 
special spiritual uplift through conversa- 
tion with him. Truly the words of the 
Lord were fulfilled in the Bishop’s life, 
“Out of his innermost being shall flow 
rivers of living water.” 

Another feature of his ministry was 
his utter fearlessness. He was always 
courteous and disarmed antagonism by 
his humility and sincerity, but he never 
shunned to declare what he believed to 
be the message God had given him. It 
is recorded of him that on one occasion 
he was addressing a congregation which 
consisted of many officers of high rank, 
and others holding positions of great 
responsibility in the State. He took as 
his text, “The Son of man is come to 
seek and to save that which was lost.” 
He commenced his sermon by saying: 
“It is customary to leave the application 
of the sermon to the close, I propose to 
commence with the application by ask- 
ing you a personal question. It is this. 
How far has the purpose for which the 
Son of man came to this earth been ful- 
filled in the case of every one present 
this morning?” That must have startled 
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many of his hearers and made them 
think. 

Then how he loved to insist on the 
absolute necessity of the new birth. On 
one occasion at least while the Bishop 
was stressing this truth there came con- 
viction to a dignitary of the Episcopal 
Church that he had never experienced 
this, and he was led to the acceptance of 
God's gift of eternal life. 

Another striking feature of the 
Bishop’s life was that although, as years 
are counted, he was an old man, he was 
amazingly young in spirit, and thus he 
was able in a remarkable way to win 
and retain the confidence of the young 
people. At Keswick, and indeed wher- 
ever he went, young people sought him 
and shared their problems with him, 
always receiving helpful counsel, often 
expressed in some arresting way so that 
it was fixed indelibly on their minds. 
The Bishop had a remarkable aptitude 
for coining epigrammatic sentences 
which were never forgotten by others 
who heard them.. The writer will re- 
member to the end of life a sentence in 
a prayer of the Bishop’s, “O Lord, save 
us from the barrenness of a busy life.” 


Beloved among Young People 


But to return to his influence over 
young people. It is true to say that he 
was more in demand in.camps and 
“squashes” and house parties for the 
young at Keswick and elsewhere than 
any other well known speaker. Last 
year at Keswick, shortly before mid- 
night, after the Bishop had retired for 
the night, a car drove up to the Hotel 
with a small deputation from a young 
people’s camp to beg the Bishop to come 
along with them as there were many 
seeking spiritual help. Quite cheerfully 
the Bishop turned out and went off at 
that late hour to help these young peo- 
ple. It meant the loss of some hours 
of sleep, but like his Lord the Bishop 
was ever ready to respond to any call 
of spiritual need. 

His beautiful voice was a great asset 
to the Bishop in his ministry. It was 
his wont at certain times in the year 
to read the Scriptures in a church in 
the heart of the city of London for a 


‘ short time during the luncheon hour, 


and large numbers used to avail them- 
selves of this opportunity of hearing 
God’s Holy Word read as it should be 
read. 

Although several honors, all well de- 
served, were bestowed upon him by his 
King yet he retained right to the end 
an unaffected simplicity. He had the 
heart of a little child. He was always 
so approachable and seemed to make 
all those who came to him feel that they 
were more than welcome. None ever 
felt that the Bishop was in a hurry and 
had no time to listen to their story. No 
wonder he was loved. 

Perhaps one of the characteristics of 
the Bishop that so endeared him to peo- 
ple was his happy sense of humor. His 
joyous laugh was infectious—his al- 
most inexhaustible fund of stories gath- 
ered from all parts of the world were 
a constant source of delight to those 
who were privileged to be in his com- 
pany. But there was never anything out 
of harmony with the life of holiness. 

There was one characteristic of his 
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public ministry that helped to make his 
sermons so effective, and that was the 
way in which he used the common 
things of daily life as illustrations of 
spiritual truth and most of his sermons 
were prefaced by an arresting story 
drawn from his rich experience. Those 
who heard him preach from the text, 
“Bring my soul out of prison,” will 
never forget his description of his visit 
to that gloomiest of all English prisons 
on Dartmoor, when he preached from 
this very text, and how years after he 
was accosted by a man who said, “I want 
to thank you, Sir.” 

“What for?” said the Bishop. 

“For your sermon in Dartmoor Prison 
on the text, ‘Bring my soul out of prison.’ 
I was a convict there, and that morning 
the Lord saved me, and since I have 
completed my time’of imprisonment I 
have been serving the Lord.” 

And now we shall not hear his voice 
again on earth. It would seem that we 
could ill afford to spare him, and for 
many of us life will have a blank which 
no one else can fill. And yet although 
he has passed from this earthly scene 
he will still speak — indeed his very re- 
moval from our midst will be a call to a 
renewal of our consecration to his Lord 
and ours. 

Three days after the announcement of 
the Bishop’s death the writer received 
a letter from him, and this is so like the 
Bishop we cannot do better than let that 
letter speak for itself. 


My dear Friend and Brother, 


I have just seen in the paper that you 
have been seriously ill, and threatened 
with an operation. I hope that ere this 
reaches you you have been raised up as I 
was in answer to many prayers. My ill- 
ness was short and severe, but brought forth 
the fruits of righteousness in more than 
the patient. The words in Isaiah 43:2, 3, and 
Hebrews 12:11 are beautifully true, — trials 
temporary, “through,” “through,” “through” 
— but the “I am” eternal, and the “peace- 
able fruit of righteousness,” how sweet to 
the soul and body — eh ! 


I am on my way home passing Aden 
(D. V.) on Tuesday next, and due in Lon- 
don on April 7th, when I hope to hear that 
you are well again. I have been wonder- 
fully strong since San Francisco and ful- 
filled every engagement, some forty utter- 
ances at Sydney and eighteen at Melbourne, 
not to speak of other places. I look for- 
ward to Keswick, and pray that this may be 
filled with the glory of our Lord through 
a deeper knowledge of His grace. , 


With kindest remembrances to all friends, 
and love to the family 
Yours, ever affectionately, in the best of 
bonds, 
J. Taylor Smith, 
Lonpbon, ENG. Bp. 








Notes from a 
Layman's Greek Testament 
By Emest Gordon 














A Side Light on the Lesson in This Issue 


Then Jesus beholding him loved 
him (Mark 10:21). 


MBLEPSAS, looking within him, 
loved him. So in Luke 20:17, “Look- 
ing into” the Pharisees. 
“One thing thou lackest,” husterei. It 
is the word of Luke 15:14, “And he be- 
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gan to be in want.” The rich young 
ruler of irreproachable life and the dis- 
sipated wastrel at his rope’s end are put 
on the same plane. All are poor be- 
fore God. There is a sin of accumula- 
tion and a sin of waste. The rich ruler 
was so needy that he must dispose of 
his wealth before he could obtain salva- 
tion. For he had great “acquisitions,” 
— ktemata. 

How had they been acquired? Well, 
the commandment, “Do not steal,” which 
the Lord Jesus quotes, is expressed by 
the verb apostereo, the proper transla- 
tion cf which is, “do not defraud.” It is 
the word in the classics for misappro- 
priating trust funds as contrasted with 
kleptein, to engage in petty thieving. 


The young ruler had not himself been. 


guilty of this, but it would be a tempta- 
tion of the rich, and those who had 
accumulated his great property before 
him may have succumbed to it. To sell 
and give to the poor may have been a 
restoration like that of Zacchzus. Any- 
way, it were better to dispose of the 
money than to fall into this peculiar 
temptation later. 


How hardly shall they that have 
riches enter into the kingdom of 
God! (Mark 10:23.) 


““ OW hardly shall they that have 

riches [chremata, ‘means’] enter into 
the kingdom of God.” The word trans- 
lated “hardly” is duskolos, which means 
primarily hard to satisfy in their food, 
finicky, in contrast to those that are 
.easily pleased. “The common people 
heard him gladly”: they had little in 
knowledge, culture, or taste to divert 
them from him. 
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And he took again the twelve, and 
began to tell them what things 
should happen unto him (Mark 10: 
32). 


© A ND he... began to tell them what 

things should happen unto him,” 
ta mellonta auto sumbanein. After the 
Passion the two on the road to Emmaus 
talked of “all these things which had 
happened” (sumbebekoton). In 1 Peter 
4:12 the apostle wrote: “Beloved, think 
it not strange concerning the fiery trial 
which is to try you, as though some 
strange thing had come to pass” (hap- 
pened, sumbainontos). “But rejoice, in- 
asmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s 
sufferings.” Peter remembered how 
strange the first announcement of the 
things which were to happen to Christ 
had sounded in his ears and how he re- 
buked the Lord for predicting his suf- 
ferings. “Pity thyself,” he had said. 
(Matt. 16:22, marg.) Now he says, “Re- 
joice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of 
Christ’s sufferings.” 


Blind Bartimeus ... sat by the 
highway side begging (Mark 10:46). 


HE word prosaiton, “begging,” occurs 

twice in the New Testament and in 
both cases of blind men. Did they be- 
long to a guild of beggars? Had the 
blind Bartimzeus heard of the other, the 
Jerusalem blind beggar (John 9:8) 
whose eyes had been opéned by the 
Lord? Does this explain Bartimzus’ 
persistence? On receiving his sight, he 
“followed Jesus in the way” (v. 52) toward 
Jerusalem. Did he see the crucifixion 
with his newly opened eyes? 
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Which Are Above” 
By Mary Brainerd Smith 














OPENING SENTENCES: 


Leader—“O come, let us sing unto the 
Lord” (Psa. 95:1). 
“Let us come before his presence 
with thanksgiving” (v. 2). 
“Let the heart of them rejoice that 
seek the Lord” (Psa. 105:3). 


OpeNnING Hymn—‘“Seek the Things That 
Are Above.” 


(Tune, “Praise the Lord, Ye Heavens 
Adore Him.”) 


“Seek the things above’ — God calls us 
To a high and holy quest, 

Never ceasing, never faltering, 
Seeking ever for God’s best. 

But God’s faithful word of promise 
With His summons doth He bind; 

“Seek the things above,’ He bids us, 
“He that seeks shall surely find.’ 


“Seek the things above’; for Heaven 
Holds the things of priceless worth, — 

Joy and love and faith, God’s treasures 
For the seeking souls of earth. 

Seeking will alone attain them, 
Though by God for us designed. 

“Seek the things above,” He bids us; 
Only he who seeks shall find. 


“Seek the things above,” rejoicing 
That God longs far more than we 
To bestow gifts on His children, 
That they like their Lord may be; — 
Love outreaching, faith to conquer, 


Joy unfailing, peace of mind; 
“Seek the things above,’’ He bids us. 
“Seek, and ye shall surely find.” 


OPENING PRAYER. 
ScRIPTURE RESPONSES: 
Leader— 


As in God’s Word we hear Him speak, 
What does He tell us first to seek? 


Boys—“Seek ye first the kingdom of 
God” (Matt. 6:33). 
Girls—“God . . . hath called you unto 
his kingdom” (1 Thess. 2:12). 
Leader— 
Can we by many an entrance go 
Into God’s Kingdom here below? 
Boys—“Then said Jesus, ...I am the 
door: by me if any man enter in, he 
shall be saved” (John 10:7, 9). 
Girls—“No man cometh unto the Father, 
but by me” (John 14:6). 
Leader— 
And as we this command obey, 
What promise do we hear Christ say? 
Boys—“Seek, and ye shall find” (Matt. 
74): . 
Girls—“For it is your Father’s good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom” 
(Luke 12:32). 
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Hymn—‘“Seeking God’s Face.” 
(Tune, “Safely through Another Week”) 


As the Psalmist heard of old, 

We have heard the Lord’s voice speak, 
Saying, “Seek ye now My face.” 

And His face we, too, would seek, 
Coming to His house of prayer, 

Knowing we shall find Him there. 
Coming to His house of prayer, 

Knowing we shall find Him there. 


As the Psalmist came with joy 
To the Temple courts alway; 
So we come with joyful hearts 
To God's holy house today; 
Come with praises and with prayer, 
Knowing we shall find Him there. 
Come with praises and with prayer, 
Knowing we shall find Him there. 


As the Psaimist found his help 
When God’s sacred courts he trod, 
So, for strength renewed, we come 
To the hallowed house of God; 
Come to seek His face in prayer, 
Knowing we shall find Him there. 
Come to seek His face in prayer, 
Knowing we shall find Him there. 


ScrRIPTURE RESPONSES: 
Leader— 


What other thing does God's Word tell 
That He would ‘have us seek as well? 
Boys—“Seek good, and not evil” (Amos 

5:14). 


Girls—‘“For God hath not called us unto 
uncleanness, but unto holiness (1 
Thess. 4:7). 


Leader— 


How may we ever hope to gain 
The righteousness we would attain? 


Boys—“Christ Jesus ... is made unto us 
... righteousness” (1 Cor. 1:30). 


Girls—“For ... by the obedience of one 
shall many be made righteous” (Rom. 
5:19). 


Leader— 


And as we this command obey, 
What promise do we hear Christ say? 


Boys—‘‘Seek, and ye shall find” (Matt. 
ihe 


Girls—“God is able to make all grace 
abound toward you; that ye... may 
abound to every good work” (2 Cor. 
9:8). 


JUNIOR RECITATION—“Seeking Jesus.” 


1. “Seek the Lord,’ — in our ears they are 
God’s words that sound, 
When on earth, could the Lord by true 
seekers be found? 


2. When Zacchzeus sought Christ, that His, 
face he might see, 
He found Him a Friend, the best Friend 
that could be. 


3. When ’twas Andrew and John sought to 
meet Christ that day, 
They found Him the Master to follow 
alway. 


4. When the sick folk sought Christ in 
their weakness and pain, 
They found Him the Healer who gave 
health again. 


5. When ‘twas Mary and Martha in grie€ 
sought the Lord, 
They found Him the Comforter who joy 
restored. 


6. When, all eager to know, many sought 
Christ of old, 

They found Him the Teacher who could 
truth unfold. 


7. When the twelve sought the Lord in 
their peril so grave, 
They found Him the Ruiter of wind and 


of wave. 
8. When the _ sinner, repentant, sought 
Christ in her need, 
She found Him the Saviour, forgiving 
indeed. 
9. When the Magdalene sought Christ 


within the tomb sealed, 
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She found Him her risen Lord to her 
revealed. 


10. As you seek Christ, you'll find Him your 
Saviour and Friend, 
Master, Comferter, Teacher, and Lord to 
life’s end 


SCRIPTURE RESPONSES: 
Leader— 
Is there aught else that we are bid 
By God to seek as treasure hid? 
Boys—“Get wisdom, get understanding” 
(Prov. 4:5). 
“For wisdom is better than rubies” 
(Prov. 8:11). 
“The fear of the Lord is the begin- 
ning of wisdom” (Prov. 9:10). 


Girls—“God . . . will have all men... 
to come unto the knowledge of the 
truth” (1 Tim. 2:3, 4). 

Leader— 

Where shall we find this truth indeed, 
We so much lack, and sorely need? 

Boys—-“Jesus saith, . . 

truth” (John 14:6). 


Girls—“In whom are hid all the treas- 
ures of wisdom and knowledge” (Col. 
2:3). 

Leader-— 

And as we this command obey, 
What promise do we hear Christ say? 

Boys—“Seek, and ye shall find” (Matt. 

ter: 


Girls—“For God giveth to a man... 
wisdom, and knowledge” (Eccles. 2: 
26). 


Primary HymMn—“Long Ago the Little 
Children.” 


(Tune, “Saviour, Like a Shepherd Lead 
Us.”’) 
Long ago the little children 
Gathered round the Saviour’s knee, 
And He lovingly received them, 
Saying, ‘“‘Let them come to me.” 
Oh, receive us, loving Jesus, 
As today we come to Thee. 
Oh, receive the children, Jesus, 
As Thou didst in Galilee. 


Long ago those little children 
Jesus’ loving smile could see, 
As He laid His hands upon them, 

Blessing them in Galilee. 
Bless us also, loving Jesus, 
As today we come to Thee, 
Bless the children, loving Jesus, 
As Thou didst in Galilee. 


ScrIPTURE RESPONSES: 
Leader— 


Is there a further good thing, too, 
God bids us seek and search anew? 


Boys—“Search the scriptures” (John 5: 
39). 

Girls—“The Lord gave the word” (Psa. 
68:11). 

“Therefore shall ye lay up these my 
words in your heart and in your soul” 
(Deut. 11:18). 

Leader— 


In searching, what shall ever be 
To treasures of God's Word, the key? 


Boys—“Jesus ... said ... They are they 
which testify of me” (John 5:19, 39). 
Girls—“The Word was made flesh, and 

dwelt among us” (John 1:14). 
Leader— 
And as we this command obey, 
What promise do we hear Christ say? 
Boys—“Seek, and ye shall find” (Matt. 
7 a. 
Girls—“The Lord shall open unto thee 
his good treasure” (Deut. 28:12). 
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INTERMEDIATE RECITATION — “Searching 
the Scriptures.” 


(Each child who gives a Bible verse 
carries an open Bible). 
1. In these precious pages, God has hidden 
away 
Many wonderful promises for us today. 
Whatsoe’er you may lack, if you search 
here indeed, 
You will certainly find just the promise 
you need. 
2. Can you find there the promise I need, 
as I seek 
For the strength to do right, for I know 
myself weak? : 
3. “I am thy God: I will strengthen 
thee; yea, I will help thee” (Isa. 41:10). 
4. Can a promise be found, when I'm 
troubled by fear, 
That will give me the courage I need 
and the cheer? 


“Be not afraid, neither be thou dis- 
mayed: for the Lord thy God is 
with thee whithersoeve thou 
goest” (Josh. 1:9). : 

6. Is a promise there, too, when my heart’s 

sere and sad, 
That will give what I’m needing to make 
my heart glad? 

7. “Our heart shall rejoice in him, be- 
cause we have trusted in his holy 
name” (Psa. 33:21). 

8. Is a promise there when I know not the 
right way, 

And I need for my life some sure guid- 
ance each day? 

9. “I will instruct thee and teach thee 
in the way which thou shalt go: 
I will guide thee with mine eye” 
(Psa. 32:8). 

10. And is there a promise when I am alone, 
And I long for one near me, a friend of 

my own? 

11. “I will be with thee: I will not fail 
thee, nor forsake thee” (Josh. 1:5). 

12. And is there a promise that God gives 
me, too, 

To supply other needs, be they many or 
few? 


13. “My God shall supply all your need 
according to his riches in glory by 
Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:19). 


ADDRESS BY SUPERINTENDENT OR PASTOR. 
Junior Hymn—“In Olden Days.” 


(Tune, “It Came Upon the Midnight 
Clear.”) 


In olden days, when Jesus walked 
The roads of Galilee, 
The thronging people sought for Him 
Wherever He might be; 
And none who sought and found Him 
there 
Went from His side unblest; 
And, as I seek Him, I shall find 
Life’s poblest and life’s best. 
Chorus 
(Sung to the first four lines) 
Oh, may I truly seek Him now, 
And as I do, I know 


That I shall find Him and be blest 
As those of long ago. 


They sought Him in the city streets, 
On hillsides green and fair, 

That they might, through His gracious 

words, 

Learn of God’s love and care. 

They sought, and as they truly found, 
Life was for them made new; 

And my life shall be new and glad 
As I shall seek Him, too. (Cho.) 


But some there were who could not come 
When He passed by that way, 

And they His wondrous blessing missed, 
Who found Him not that day; 

But not one soul who seeks Christ now, 
Need fail to find Him near; 

And as I seek, I'll find in Him 


My Saviour close and dear. (Cho.) 
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RECITATION BY Two INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 
—“The Seeking Shepherd.” 


1. "Twas a shepherd who tended his sheep 
all day, 
In the story that Jesus told, 
Who discovered that only ninety and nine 
He had gathered within the fold; 
And he knew that one sheep had wan- 
dered away. 
So the shepherd set out to seek 
That one lost sheep, ere it perished there 
In the desert so wild and bleak. 
He climbed o’er the rough and perilous 
road, 
"Mong the rocks and vales he sought, 
For his sheep might have fallen on stones 
or steeps, 
Or in thickets of thorn be caught. 
And his search went on, till at last with 


Joy, 
Though his feet were bleeding and torn, 
He found his sheep, and its wounded form 
To the fold in his arms had borne. 
In his joy o’er that one sheep lost and 
found, 
He forgot all the pain it cost; 
And he called to his friends, “Rejoice 
with me; 
I have found my sheep which was lost.” 
2. That good Shepherd is Christ, who has 
sought His sheep, 
Though it cost Him anguish and pain. 
And He, too, rejoices o’er one sheep 
found, 
And brought into His fold again. 
Are you one of His sheep, and for you 
has He sought, 
Yea, sought by a blood-stained way? 
Will you make Him glad, as His love 
finds you, 
And you enter His fold today? 


ScRIPTURE RESPONSES: 
Leader— 
And to what search does God still call, 
That we should make the chief of all? 
Boys—“Seek ye my face” (Psa. 27:8). 


Girls—“Who will have all men to be 
saved” (1 Tim. 2:4). 

“And this is life eternal, that they 
might know thee the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast 
sent” (John 17:3). 

Leader— 
And as we this command obey, 
What promise do we hear Christ say? 
Boys—“Seek, and ye shall find” (Matt. 
7:3. 


Girls—“Tf . . . thou shalt seek the Lord 
thy God, thou shalt find him, if thou 
seek him with all thy heart and with 
all thy soul” (Deut. 4:29). 


CLosinc Hymn—‘“Seek Ye the Lord.” 

(Tune, “Faith of Our Fathers.) 

“CO seek ye now the Lord your God,” 
Hearken ye people, one and all, 

“O seek Him, seek Him while ye may,” 
Clear rings again the prophet’s call. 
Still stands the promise God hath signed, 

That they who seek shall surely find. 

“O seek ye now the Lord your God,” 
Seek Him with never-faltering zeal, 
Your high and holy aim to know 
The God His Word and works reveal. 
He by His pledgéd word is bound 
By earnest seekers to be found. 
“O seek ye now the Lord your God; 
Ne’er shall ye vainly search and grope; 
And this for aye shall be your ground 
Of surest confidence and hope, — 
That, while ye search and seek, He, too, 
In love is ever seeking you.” 


CLOSING VERSES: 
Leader—“Seek ye the Lord while he 
may be found” (Isa. 55:6). 
“Blessed are they that... seek him 
with the whole heart” (Psa. 119:2). 
“For thus saith the Lord .. . Seek 
ye me, and ye shall live” (Amos 5:4). 
BENEDICTION. 
PHILADELPHIA. 











ee 











——— 





Lesson for May 15 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


PACE IWRBIO 











LESSON 7. MAY 15. TESTING DISCIPLESHIP BY SERVICE 


International Uniform Lesson.—Mark 10: 17-31 } th. 
Golden Text.— Come, . . . follow me.— Mark 10: 21 
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King JAMES VERSION 

Mark 10:17 And when he was gone forth into the way, there 
came one running, and kneeled to him, and asked him, Good 
Master, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life? 

18 And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there 
is none good but one, that is, God. 

19 Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, 
Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Defraud not, 
Honour thy father and mother. 

20 And he answered and said unto him, Master, all these have 
I observed from my youth. 

21 Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, 
One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, 
and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: 
and come, take up the cross, and follow me. 

22 And he was sad at that saying, and went away grieved: for 
he had great possessions. 

23 And Jesus looked round about, and saith unto his disciples, 
How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom 
of God! 

24 And the disciples were astonished at his words. But Jesus 
answereth again, and saith unto them, Children, how hard is it 
for them that trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God! 

25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, 
than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. 

26 And they were astonished out of measure, saying among 
themselves, Who then can be saved? 

27 And Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it is impos- 
sible, but not with God: for with God all things are possible, 

28 Then Peter began to say unto him, Lo, we have left all, 
and have followed thee. 

29 And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you, There 
is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, 
or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and the 
gospel’s, 

30 But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, 
houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, 
and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal 
life. 

31 But many that are first shall be last; and the last first. 
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AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Mark 10:17 And as he was going forth ‘into the way, there 
ran one to him, and kneeled to him, and asked him, Good Teacher, 
what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life? 18 And Jesus 
said unto him, Why callest thou me good? none is good save one, 
even God. 19 Thou knowest the commandments, ?Do not kill, 
Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false wit- 
ness, Do not defraud, Honor thy father and mother. 20 And he 
said unto him, Teacher, all these things have I observed from 
my youth. 21 And Jesus looking upon him loved him, and said 
unto him, One thing thou lackest: go, sell whatsoever thou hast, 
and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: 
and come, follow me. 22 But his countenance fell at the saying, 
and he went away sorrowful: for he was one that had great 
possessions. 

23 And Jesus looked round about, and saith unto his disciples, 
How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom 
of God! 24 And the disciples were amazed at his words. But 
Jesus answereth again, and saith unto them, Children, how 
hard is it *for them that trust in riches to enter into the king- 
dom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through a needle’s 
eye, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. 
26 And they were astonished exceedingly, saying ‘unto him, 
Then who can be saved? 27 Jesus looking upon them saith, 
With men it is impossible, but not with God: for all things are 
possible with God. 28 Peter began to say unto him, Lo, we have 
left all, and have followed thee. 29 Jesus said, Verily I say 
unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or 
sisters, or mother, or father, or children, or lands, for my sake, 
and for the © gospel’s sake, 30 but he shall receive a hundredfold 
now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, 
and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the * world 
to come eternal life. 31 But many that are first shall be last; 
and the last first. 

1Or, on his way. *Exod. 20:12-16; Deut. 5:16-20. *Some 
ancient authorities omit for them that trust in riches. * Many 
ancient authorities read among themselves. ° Or, good tidings: 

and so elsewhere. °*Or, age. , 

The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 

Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 

national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 

SSING over some very important 
P ressazes in which we have our 

Lord’s most solemn warning con- 
cerning the danger of eternal loss, his 
searching teaching regarding marriage 
and divorce, and his gracious instruction 
as to the discipling of little children (all 
of which it is hoped each one will pon- 
der carefully for himself), we come now 
to consider the testing of discipleship in 
the light of devotion to the Person of 
Christ. 

Where he is really known and loved, 
his Word will constitute the law of our 
lives. Legal observances are but “dead 
works” (Heb. 6:1) and have no saving 
value. Christ, received by faith, alone 
gives eternal life, and it is as we own 
allegiance to him practically that the 
reality of our faith is proved. No man 
is saved by his works, but the be iever 
is created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works, in which he is responsible to 
walk (Eph. 2:8-10). 

The young man in the lesson was of 
charming disposition and pleasant per- 
sonality, but he was devoid of divine 
life, which is the result of new birth 
(John 3:3). There is a vast difference 


between the attractiveness of what is 
merely natural and the beauty of char- 
acter that is spiritual in its origin. No 
human effort can ever change flesh into 
spirit. Therefore the need of the im- 
partation of life from above, which 
comes through faith in Christ (John 3: 
6, 7, 14-16). 
The Historical Setting 

Some days elapsed between the events 
of our last lesson and the present one. 
In the meantime, the Lord Jesus Christ 
had left Capernaum and passed through 
Galilee and gone over to Perea. He 
was now on his way through Perea 
(Matt. 19:1, 2), where he wrought many 
miracles, to Jerusalem, where he was to 
be rejected and crucified. He has en- 
tered upon the closing period of his min- 
istry, 
Verse by Verse 

Mark 10:17.—‘What shall I do... ?” 
The question of this amiable young man 
is one that many still ask. But eternal 
life is a gift, which cannot be purchased 
or merited by human effort. 


Verse 18—‘Why callest thou me 
good?” God only is good. If Jesus is not 
God, he is not good. He was testing the 
young man as to whether he had real 
faith in him as the divine Son of God 
or not. 


Verse 19.—‘The commandments.” He 


only mentions those that have to do with 
our responsibility toward our fellow 
men, the second table of the law, for by 
these one’s outward life can be tested. 


Verse 20.—“All these have I observed.” 
Conscious of moral integrity, but like 
Saul of Tarsus, before he saw the glori- 
fied Christ (Phil. 3:6b), unaware of the 
sinfulness of his own heart, he was com- 
placently satisfied with his own right- 
eousness, which after all is but filthy 
rags in the sight of an infinitely holy 
God (Isa. 64:6). 

Verse 21.—“One thing thou lackest.” 
The Lord Jesus appreciated the nobility 
of the youth, his evident ingenuousness 
and good will, but he would show him 
that after all he lacked the one thing 
that would make him the possessor of 
eternal life, and that was heart-subjec- 
tion to Christ. The test put to him would 
reveal at once the true attitude of his 
soul to the Lord Jesus. 

Verse 22.—“He went away sorrowful” 
(Matt. 19:22). His wealth stood between 
him and Christ. To yield to the claims 
of Jesus Christ would mean to be en- 
tirely at his disposal. For this he was 
unprepared, so he “went away grieved.” 
Did he ever return? Of that we have no 
record, 


Verse 23.—Riches a hindrance. The 
Lord had revealed that covetousness was 
the hidden sin of this man’s life. How 
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many others. have been kept out of the 
Kingdom of God by the same thing! 


Verse 24.—“Amazed at his words.” To 
the disciples the rich must have seemed 
peculiarly fitted to recognize Christ’s 
claims, but our Lord explained it is not 
wealth itself that need hinder, but those 
who possess it are very apt to trust in 
it instead of turning to him alone for 
salvation. 


Verse 25.—The needle’s eye. Only the 
unladen camel can go through the pos- 
tern gate, which many consider is meant 
by the needle’s eye. So only the re- 
pentant sinner can enter into life. But 
even if we think of the literal needle’s 
eye, the fact remains that it would be 
easier for a large beast like the camel to 
pass through it, than for one trusting 
in his wealth to enter into the Kingdom 
of God. 


Verse 26.—“Who then can be saved?” 
Only those who come to Christ pleading 
no merit of their own, but trusting him 
implicitly and resting in his work as the 
ground of their peace. 


Verse 27.—All things possible with 
God. He alone can bring a man to the 
end of self-confidence and lead him to 
faith in Christ in order that he may find 
life and peace. 


Verse 28.—‘“We have left all.” The 
Lord’s words evidently moved the dis- 
ciples to self-examination. Was theirs a 
real faith? For his name’s sake they 
had forsaken their little all to follow 
him. 

Verses 29 and 30.—Blessing now and 
hereafter. He recognized the obedience 
of faith, None who followed him in his 
path of suffering and rejection would 
lose thereby. Even on earth there would 
be rich reward and in the coming age 
the enjoyment of life eternal in all its 
fullness. 


Verse 31.—Reversed positions. But 
mere profession alone will not suffice. 
Judas was one of that company. Some 
who seemed to be real would prove 
false, and some who stumbled at first 
would prove real at last. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


No more searching incident than this 
is found in the four Gospels, unless it 
be the Lord’s interview with Nicodemus, 
as recorded in John 3. Surely, no hon- 
est person can contemplate it without 
facing the question, On what do I base 
my hope of eternal life? If on self-ef- 
fort, I build on sinking sand. If on 
Christ alone, my confidence is founded 
upon an unshakeable rock. 

But I must be sure that my professed 
faith in him is not a mere intellectual 
acceptance of certain historic facts. To 
believe in him is to commit myself to 
him. This necessarily involves my rec- 
ognition of his Lordship. He who died 
to save me is now to have authority over 
my life. 

Anything short of this is but an empty 
profession. Let me then face the matter 
honestly and never be satisfied until I 
know beyond a doubt that I have yielded 
to the claims of the Lord Jesus. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Eternal life is presented in Scripture 
in three ways. It is the present posses- 
sion of all who believe in the Lord Jesus 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


%. May 15.—Testing Discipleship by 
er eet eee Mark 10:17-31 

8 May 22.—Serving through Christian 
Citizenship .......... Mark 12:13-17, 28-34 


9. May 29.—Maintaining Personal Effi- 
ciency (A personal aspect of tem- 
perance). Daniel 1:8-16, 19, 20; 1 

Corinthians 9:24-27 

10. June 5.—Serving by Personal Devo- 
tion to Christ ......Mark 14:3-11, 27-31 

11. June 12.—Facing the Supreme Test of 
| Re Pere eee -Mark 14:32-46 

12. June 19.—The Suffering Servant. 

Mark 15:22-39 

13. June 26.—Sharing Service with the 
Living Christ ..Mark 16:1-8, 14-16, 19, 20 

Third Quarter 

1. July 3.—Joshua: A Choice of Loyal- 

WS vhs -Numbers 27:15-23; 
Joshua 1:1-9; 24:1-31 

2. July 10.—Caleb: Life-Time Devotion. 
Numbers 13:26-33; Joshua 14:6-15 








(John 3:16). It is to be manifested in 
our daily experience (1 Tim. 6:12). We 
shall enter into it in all its fullness at 
the Lord’s return (Matt. 25:46b). 


Consecrated Wealth No Hindrance. It 
is not money itself that stands between 
men and the salvation of their souls. It 
is the love of it (1 Tim. 6:10) and con- 
fidence in it, as here exemplified, that 
keeps many from coming to Christ. Had 
the young man surrendered to the Lord 
Jesus, he might have invested his wealth 
in such a way as to lay up treasure in 
Heaven. 


Jesus Is Good Because He is God. Our 
Lord was not denying his deity when 
he spoke as he did to this young man. 
He was probing his very soul. Had there 
been a true apprehension of the glory 
of his person, it would have been right 
to call him “Good Master”; but if he 
were only a man, such a title did not be- 
long to him, and was but fulsome fiat- 
tery, though unintentional. 

Lesson Outlines 
OnE THING 

Lacking (Mark 10:21) 

Needful (Luke 10:42) 

Desired (Psa. 27:4) 

Purposed (Phil. 3:13) 


ETERNAL LIFE 
A free gift (Rom. 6:23) 
In Christ alone (1 John 5:11, 12) 
Received by believing (John 6:47) 
Present possession (John 3:36) 
Conscious knowledge (1 John 5:13) 
A future hope (Titus 1:2) 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Are we calling the Lord Jesus “Mas- 
ter” while refusing subjection to his 
will? 

How many cry, “What must I do?” 
who have never yet enthroned Christ 
as Lord. Have you? 


It is easy to mistake natural attrac- 
tiveness for divine grace. Do we recog- 
nize the difference? 


In the last analysis there is always one 
particular sin that keeps one from 
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Christ. Have we dealt with this in the 
presence of God? 


Is the Lord saying to any of us, “One 
thing thou lackest’”? The one thing that 
will shut Heaven’s door against any is 
lack of personal faith in Christ. Are 
we clear about this? 

Are we permitting any worldly thing, 
however dear, to stand between us and 
eternal life? 


Are we seeking to serve God while 
ignoring the claims of Christ? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 

The young man was in earnest, “he 
came running”; he was reverent, “he 
kneeled down”; he was exercised, as his 
question indicated, but he was not 
saved. 


If keeping the commandments could 
save, Christ would never have gone to 
the cross (Rom. 3:20). The law said, 
“This do, and thou shalt live,” but no 
one was ever found to render perfect 
obedience except Jesus Christ himself, 
who is become the end of the law for 
righteousness, to all who believe in 
him. 

Tested by the Lord Jesus Christ, it 
became at once evident that the young 
man had never sensed the meaning of 
“Thou shalt not covet.” 


How could one love his neighbor as 
himself and refuse to share his wealth 
with those in need? 

It is not wrong to be rich if wealth 
is held at Christ’s disposal, but it is 
wrong to make a god of riches, and to 
use wealth selfishly. 


A man’s use of his money is often the 
acid test of his relation to Jesus Christ. 

The Kingdom of God is a spiritual 
reality, and the entrance into it will be 
missed if we are only ae: with 
the material side of life. 

The question, “What shall I do to in- 
herit eternal life?” manifested the legal- 
ity of the young man’s mind. 


We do not receive life through our do- 
ing, but through what Christ has done. 


We are not saved by obedience to the 
commands of Christ, but obedience is the 
fruit of saving faith. 

CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


HO sought an interview with the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and what was his ques- 
tion? 
2. What was involved in the Lord’s reply? 
3. What- commandments did he. recite? 
4. What was the young man’s protestation? 
5. What test did the Lord Jesus put to 
him? 
6. With what result? 
7. What lesson did the Lord draw from 
this? 
8. How did he explain it? 
9. What illustration did he use? 
10. How did he apply the lesson? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the ‘lesson questions are 
given on page 324 of this issue. 


CHRISTIAN YOUTH is the Times weekly 
paper for young people. 


Lesson for May 15 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Farm or Mansion?—What shall I do 
that I may inherit eternal life? (Mark 
10:17.) Suppose tomorrow morning you 
should find in your mail a long impor- 
tant envelope which had on the upper 


‘left-hand corner, “After 5 days return to 


Dobson, Fogg and Dobson, Attorneys-at- 
Law,” wouldn’t you be right “up on your 
toes,” as the boys say? 

Then when you open the envelope you 
find a letter telling you a relative you 
had never known had died and left you 
a fortune. You were to come and take 
over your inheritance. If you should get 
such a letter what a thrill that would be! 
You would lose no time packing a bag 
and on your way! 

Yet what is the inheritance of wealth 
compared to the inheritance of life!’ Not 
the little life of “threescore years and 
ten; and if by reason of strength,” etc. 
(Psa. 90:10), but eternal life. 

This is just what happened away back 
there on Calvary when this inheritance 
was put in trust. But to change the fig- 
ure, we have an Advocate, our lawyer, 
who looks after our inheritance — cer- 
tain formalities with the Father — very 
simple, without any stamp taxes, State 
and Federal (1 John 2:1). 

Yet we folks here in Christendom do 
not, as a rule, get any particular thrill 
from this knowledge of our inheritance. 
But oh, how the news of it moves the 
African, the Hindu, the Asiatic! The 
miles and ‘miles they will walk to get 


FAR FROM SHORE 
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the Book that tells all about it! The 
persecution they will undergo to hold 
fast to it! 

Indeed, this writer has seen more than 
one American leap and shout for joy 
when this truth has been grasped in the 
Salvation Army barracks or the Rescue 
Mission. 

Some years ago the high water mark 
of an earthly inheritance was a fertile 
and well stocked farm all paid for. But 
what was that to a mansion in the 
Father’s House — all paid for! 


How to Be Happy.—Jesus beholding 
him loved him (v. 21). Behold the pic- 
ture! The young man beloved of 
Heaven, provided with all that the world 
of men consider the best and most de- 
sirable things, and yet this fortunate 
young man was not at peace with him- 
self,— why? “One thing thou lackest.” 

The world has many fine young men 
(and women) who have inherited much 
of this world’s wealth, and in spite of it 
are far, very far, from finding joy and 
happiness in their possessions. 

This group so dearly loved of our Lord 
(as are all groups) could have the great- 
est fun and satisfaction in all the world 
if they would add the “one thing” lack- 
ing. 

Here is the recipe: Accept the Lord 
Jesus as Saviour, Friend, and Guide; 
live.simply and comfortably, and apply 
the surplus income for having some real 
sure-to-goodness sport. This Corner 
does not deal in generalities, but details 
the “How.” 

Taking the under-privileged and slum 


The KINGDOM OF GOD 
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beware of cov- 
etousness: for a 
man’s life con- 
sisteth not in 
the abundance 
of the things 
which he pos- 
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children to the countryside and seashore. 
Ditto for the mothers. By trainload and 
boatload, with Mr. and Mrs. Check Book 
going along to enjoy that keenest of 
all sport: seeing children reveling in a 
happiness in which they have a hand. 

Backing the Visiting Nurses who help 
the poor people over the hard places. 
Doing by proxy the Christlike service of 
healing the sick. 

Look what fun Mr. Milton Hershey, 
the chocolate manufacturer, is having 
with his hundreds of orphan boys, his 
great industrial school, his model town, 
and his five churches. (As I write Mr. 
Hershey has just given each church $20,- 
000.) What social climbers have such 
joys? Many other men and women 
could be named, who having the one 
thing the rich young ruler lacked are 
beloved and happy. 

I.am persuaded the Lord Jesus did not 
want this young man to impoverish him- 
self and change the whole course of the 
life into which he had been born. Christ 
wanted him (and all of us) to have the 
best of the life of faith here and now, 
just being tried out, as was Abraham 
with Isaac (Gen. 22:12). 

I have never forgotten what the late 
Dr. F. B. Meyer said upon this subject 
one day here in Coatesville. “If my 
daughter, whom I love so dearly, would 
come to me and say, ‘Father, order my 
life for me,’ would I provide her dresses 
she did not like and recreations she de- 
tested? No, indeed, I would strive to 
do those things that would most likely 
assure her happiness.” 


The General Butler Story—He was 
one that had great possessions (v. 22, 
R. V.). Another way of putting it could 
well be, “Great possessions had him.” 
The best preachment I know on this text 
is my old General Ben Butler story. I 
got it from our old bookkeeper, who 
was a graduate of the Eastman Business 
College, where it happened. The pro- 
prietor of the Eastman School was the 
father of the late Mr. George Eastman, 
who made the Kodak Company at 
Rochester. (Psa. 52:7; Prov. 13:7; Matt. 
13: 22.) 

General Butler, speaking to the gradu- 
ating students at the Eastman College 
at Po’Keepsie, N. Y., told of a man who 
owned $50,000. This modest fortune was 
his faithful servant that obeyed -his 
every command. And the man was 
happy. 

The man prospered, and there came 
a day when $500,000 owned him. It 
ordered him to go there and to come 
here. It had him to lie awake nights 
and worry about the half million’s 
safety. 

While the first $50,000 state had been 
one of happiness and peace, the latter 
$500,000 state had been one of anxiety 
and disturbance. 

The school boys at this point of the 
address interrupted General Butler, cry- 
ing, “General, here is a bunch of us 
ready to put your friend back into his 
$50,000 peace and happiness.” 

“Alas !” exclaimed the General, who 
had been waiting for just this interrup- 
tion, “this is the curse of riches. You 
cannot willingly let go.” 

“Have you ever held the handles of a 
galvanic battery? If so, you know that 
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the more electricity you turn on the 
tighter you hold.” 

Over in the thirtieth chapter of Prov- 
erbs is the “confession and prayer of 
Agur,” you will find it in the middle of 
verse eight. Here it is: “Give me 
neither poverty nor riches.” And the 
striking thing about this prayer is that 
from both Mr. Poor Man and Mr. Rich 
Man comes the loud “Amen r 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
we 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we would be not so dependent as we have 
been upon that which we think we _ possess 
in a material sense. Thy rich promises are 
far better than our riches. Thy loving pur- 
pose for every one of thy children runs 
through all the issues of life, and thy Word 
teaches us not to trust in riches. We may 
think that we are very poor, but we are 
not poor when we think of thy resources, 
available to every one cf us who are follow- 
ing thee in accordance with our needs. We 
hardly have sounded thy resources even in 
our times of greatest uncertainty. May we 
not count what we have as measured by 
what thou hast, for our possessions are but 
a trifle when we think of thy power and thy 
good purposes. Help us to be willing to let 
go the frail supports that we so easily lay 
hold of, and to look to thee for power for 
service and provision for our needs, working 
faithfully at the task to which thou dost call 
us, and looking up with glad confidence into 
the endless riches of thy grace. In thy dear 
name, O Christ, we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Do we have to be 
what the world calls rich in order to 
trust in riches? Why, some of us who 
count ourselves .quite poor are perhaps 
trusting in our possessions more than 
we are in God. In the midst of these 
years of depression one trustful Chris- 
tian worker said to a friend, “I have not 
heard of any depression in Heaven.” The 
work in which he was engaged was mar- 





“COME... FOLLOW ME” 
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DO I? 











velously supplied with needed money 
during the times when money seemed 
to be scarce. It was all in answer to 
prayer, and in God’s good purposes for 
those who were simply and wholly trust- 
ing Him. One of the marks of disciple- 
ship is willingness to trust God for the 
everyday needs, while we work faith- 
fully at the service that he has set be- 
fore us. Hudson Taylor once said, “If 
God doesn’t send it, we don’t need it.” 
Can you rise to that saying in your own 
thinking? Do you believe that God is 
as good as that to his children? Oh, we 
never yet have trusted him to the full, 
and what little service we can render is 
very little indeed as compared with his 
loving. gifts of grace and power. Are 
you holding back anything from him as 
that young man did? When the Lord 
Jesus asks you to come and take up the 
cross and follow him, do you just turn 
away, sorry that you can’t quite do it? 
Let us turn to him today with complete 
willingness to enter into the joy of serv- 
ing him trustfully. Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and_ reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by_ the 
editors, whici: might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


There or Here?—And thou shalt have 
treasure in heaven (Mark 10:21). “Poor 
R—; I understand that poor R— did 
not leave much property,” said a friend 
commiseratingly of one who had just 
died, as he drove home with the minister 
from the cemetery. “Too bad! He 
worked hard and made money, but he 
was too tenderhearted. I think every 
beggar in town must have known him.” 
The minister listened politely. “I sup- 
pose what you say is right about his 
having no property, but I imagine, from 
what I have known of his life, that he 
must have considerable property to go 
to..—From the Forward. Sent by Mrs. 
Lizzie Kirby Beck, Smiths Grove, Ky. 


Not Even the End—Treasure in 
heaven (v. 21). A lawyer who knows 
and loves the Lord telis of a tragic case, 
in a letter to a friend. “I just got back 
yesterday from a trip in connection with 
the sudden death of a client’s father. He 
was a member of a rich and aristocratic 
family. ... I had a delicate and difficult 
family controversy on my hands for two 
days, with the silent form of the poor 
old vacated body in our midst. He was 
a yachtsman and sportsman, and the 
pictures of his dogs and boats hung 
above his casket. His duck guns and 
Persian rugs were on every hand, and 
his trophies; and how futile it all seemed 
with that greenish white pallor on the 
still face. When my own father died, it 
seemed like a beginning; here it seemed 
like an end.”—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, 
Surrey, Eng. 


Bob Ingersoll’s Choice —How hardly 
shall they that have riches enter into the 
kingdom of God! (v. 23b.) At a meet- 
ing of Henry A. Newell, D.D., and Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoll on a railroad train, the 
following conversation took place: “Mr. 
Ingersoll,” said Newell, “you are a gifted 
man. Why dec you use your talents to 
war against God?” “I do it for money,” 
was Ingersoll’s frank reply. “You can’t 
take your money with you when you 
die, Ingersoll.” “No, but it’s handy while 
I'm here.” “There’s a curse on money 
earned that way, Mr. Ingersoll.” “Maybe, 
but it pays my bills.” “Where do you 
expect to go when you die, Bob Inger- 
soll?” “I expect to go to hell.” “Then 
you acknowledge there is a_ hell?” 
“That’s what ‘yeu claim, isn’t it?” “Not 
my claim, it is what God’s Word says, 
Mr. Ingersoll.” “I know the Bible says 
so.” “Wouldn’t you prefer to go to 
Heaven?” “No. I would not be happy 
in Heaven. I am going to hell.” “In 
spite of all your sins, Bob Ingersoll, you 
can still be saved if you repent, pray, 
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and believe.” “But I don’t want to be 
saved. I prefer to live my own life, die 
my own death, and take whatever conse- 
quences follow.”—From William A. 
Corey, in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Mrs. S. Otis Roe, Lynn, Mass. 


The Only Solvent.—With men it is im- 
possible, but not with God (v. 27). In 
the chemistry class we learned how 
acids act on different substances. In the 
course of our experiment the professor 
gave us a bit of gold and told us to dis- 
solve it. We left it all night in the 
strongest acid we had, and tried com- 
binations of acids, then finally told him 
we thought gold could not be dissolved. 
He smiled. “I knew you could not dis- 
solve gold,” he said; “none of the acids 
you have there will attack it; but try 
this,” and he handed us a bottle labeled 
“Nitromuriatic Acid (Aqua Regia).” We 
poured some of its contents into the 
tube that held the piece of gold; and 
the gold that had resisted so easily all 
the other acids quickly disappeared: in 
the “royal water.” The gold at last had 
found its master. The next day in the 
classroom the professor asked, “Do you 
know why it is called Royal Water?” 
“Yes,” we replied, “it is because it is 
the master of gold, which can resist al- 
most anything else that can be poured 
on it.” Then he said, “Boys, it will not 
hurt the lesson today if I take time to 
tell you that there is one other sub- 
stance that is just as impervious as gold; 
it cannot be touched or changed, though 
a hundred attempts are made upon it. 
That substance is the sinful heart. Trial 
and affliction, riches and honor, impris- 
onment and punishment will not soften 
or master it. Education and culture will 
not dissolve and purify it. There is but 
one element that has power over it — 
the blood of Christ the Saviour, the 
aqua regia of the soul.”—From The Re- 
formatory Record. Sent by Albert My- 
gatt, Henry, S. Dak. Prize illustration. 


A Motor Car Miracle—With God all 
things are possible (v. 27b). Formerly 
our church was built upon a high bluf®. 
The street in front was wide, and an 
experienced driver had no difficulty in 
turning there. I had not been driving 
long enough to have confidence in my- 
self, and usually sought a safer turning 
point. Once I was in a hurry and tried 
to make the turn near the embankment. 
I don’t know what happened, but I found 
the car going backward at full speed and 
the brake would not work. There was 
a slight rise before the drop, but it did 
not stop the car. All earthly hope was 
gone. In my extremity I called upon the 
Lord, and the car stopped instantly with 
the rear wheels hanging over the high 
embankment. When I reached home [I 
opened my Bible to find a Psalm of 
thanksgiving, and my eyes fell upon 
these words: “He inclined unto me, 
and heard my cry. He brought me up 
also out of an horrible pit, out of the 
miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock.” 
The Word made me even surer that this 
was a miracle.—From a personal experi- 
ence. Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, New- 
port, Ky. : 


The Old Dog’s Philosophy.—An hun- 
dredfold now in this time (v. 30). A big 
dog saw a little dog chasing its tail, and 








Lesson for May 15 


asked, “Why are you chasing your tail 
so?” Said the puppy, “I have mastered 
philosophy; I have solved the problems 
of the universe which no dog before me 
had rightly solved; I have learned that 
the best thing for a dog is happiness, 
.and that happiness is in my tail. There- 
fore I am chasing it; and when I catch 
it I shall have it.” Said the old dog, “My 
son, I, too, have paid attention to the 
problems of the universe in my weak 
way, and have formed some opinions. I, 
too, have judged that happiness is a fine 
thing for a dog, and that happiness is in 
my tail. But I have noticed that when 
I chase after it, it keeps running away 
from me; but when I go about my busi- 
ness, it comes after me.”—From C. L. 
*James, in Free Society. Sent by Steven 
T. Byington, Ballard Vale, Mass. 


ve 


CuRISTIAN Youtu is the Trmes weekly 
‘paper for young people. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories 








TESTING DISCIPLESHIP By 
SERVICE 


PITA RK “Jo: 17 ta). 


il 
ba 
a 





v%2o,. 3 
\ ~_ 
<a 
ee 
4 
vr 2s. 














THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: A Nickel. 


Discussion: What is the best standard 
by which to judge (or to appraise) values 
of any kind? 

Objective: A full and _ unconditional 
surrender to Jesus Christ. 











AY, fellows, what will a nickel buy 

in Heaven? Nothing. A million 
dollars will buy just the same: nothing. 
Money, much or little, even if you could 
carry it to Heaven, would be absolutely 
valueless there. Some dear friends of 
mine, traveling in Europe last summer, 
arrived in Germany with perfectly good 
United States money in the form of 
travelers’ checks; but a financial situa- 
tion prevailed there at the time which 
made it impossible to use their Amer- 
ican money. Hotels and shopkeepers re- 
fused to accept it. The banks would not 
sell them German marks for it, ‘and for 
a while their situation looked almost 
desperate; they walked the streets hun- 
gry, gazing into the windows of cafés 
with longing eyes. They had plenty of 
money, yet could not buy a doughnut. 
Finally, a visit to the United States Con- 
sul resulted in their securing enough 
German money to keep them alive un- 
til they could get away. It was a new 
experience; they had never seen Uncle 
Sam’s dollar spurned before. If they had 
known about this beforehand they could 
have provided themselves with marks 
before they left the United States, or 
even while they were in France. 

Our Lord tried to show the rich young 
ruler that he must arrange an exchange 
for the “currency of Heaven” before he 
should enter into that “eternal life” for 
which he so piously sought. The young 
man was really wanting something fine; 
he was much in earnest about seeking it; 
he ran to the Lord Jesus Christ in his 
zeal to apply for it; he knelt to Christ 
in recognition of his authority, saying: 
“Good Master, what shall I do that I 
may inherit eternal life?” He was a 
model young man; he had lived, he said, 
strictly in obedience to God’s laws from 
his childhood. But our Lord saw his 
weakness and said: “One thing thou 
lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever 
thou hast, and give to the poor, and 
thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and 
come, take up the cross, and follow me.” 
And the record continues, “He was sad 
at that saying, and went away grieved: 
for he had great possessions.” 

Fellows, you know you can stand upon 
the rim of the Grand Canyon, and hold 
a nickel close enough to your eye to 
shut out the whole of that marvelous 
view. The rich young ruler was hug- 
ging his wealth so close to his heart 
that he missed the great opportunity of 
his life to become a 100 per cent serv- 
ant of the Lord Jesus Christ, with all the 
wonders and the joy of what that means. 
We are not told in the record what 
finally became of the rich young ruler, 
but I am sure he was never satisfied by 
his money to which he had clung at so 
great a sacrifice. Money does not close 
up a.gap like that. It only makes the 
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sore continue to fester and to give 
pain. 

It may not be money you are holding 
back that keeps you from making an 
unreserved surrender to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Maybe you haven’t any money. 
But there may be something else in your 
life that is denying to you the blessing. 
Possibly you have yielded to the Lord © 
everything except that one thing. Maybe 
you are wondering why you do not get 
some joy out of your Christian service. 
The reason for it is in just that one 
thing. Take a calm and steady look at 
it now. Is it worth what you are sacri- 
ficing in order to hold on to it? Do you 
realize that the wise thing to do is to 
exchange it right now for the “currency 
of Heaven”? 

And one beautiful thing about the 
“currency of Heaven” is that it has pur- 
chasing power even in this life — far 
greater than the money that the world 
is eating its heart out to seek and to save. 


CRESCENT City, FLA. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice ‘E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To reveal the need of eternal 
life in Christ. 


Activity.—Pass out the following verses 
on slips of paper prepared before class. 
Help each girl to discover what might be 
lacking in her Christian life, and plan for 
personal talks with the girls during the 
week. 


Memory Verse.—‘‘Seek ye first the king- 
dom of God, and his righteousness; and 
all these things shall be added unto you” - 
(Matt. 6:33). . 











IRLS, did you ever consider what 

a completely satisfying and abiding 
gift God prepared when he provided 
us with a Saviour and made it possible 
for us to inherit eternal life? Material 
possessions may be lost or stolen; your 
mind may be shattered; your youth and 
health may pass, and at last your earthly 
life will cease. But when you accept 
God’s gift of eternal life, no one will ever 
be able to take it away from you (John 
10: 28, 29). 

Today we learn of a man who heard 
of this amazing gift of eternal life and 
he wanted it (Mark 10:17-22). Why did 
he want eternal life? 1. He must have 
possessed health because hé “came... 
running.” 2. He was morally good be- 
cause he “observed from . . . youth” the 


commandments. 3. He had no material 
needs because “he had great posses- 
sions.” However, he realized that death 


was a certainty that even one in his 
position could not escape, and he thought 
that the Lord Jesus Christ was merely 
a good teacher who could give him the 
comfort and satisfaction of release from 
the penalty of death. This man was hav- 
ing a “good time” in life, and he wanted 
‘to continue. . 

Let us see how much like a modern 
person this man was. 1. People who do 
not know Christ as Saviour and Lord 
often recognize him as a “good teacher.” 
(Find Acts 4:12; Phil. 2:10, 11.) See the 
personal testimony of Thomas in John 
20:28. 2. Frequently we hear, “I must 
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be a Christian because I go to church, 
and live a good life.” What does the 
Bible tell about this? (Titus 1:16; 3:5.) 
3. We hear much about success and pros- 
perity, but at best these are passing 
values (Matt. 6:19-21). What does God 
say? (1 Tim. 6:17, 10a.) 

Christ loved the young man in spite 
of his “modernistic” tendencies. 1. “Be- 
holding him.” What possibilities for 
service Christ saw hidden beneath this 
background! 2. “Said unto him.” Be- 
cause the man had a personal lack in his 
life, the Master had a personal message 
for him, “Sell... and give. . . . Come, 
... and follow.” 

Girls, do you know that Christ loves 
you personally? Do you know that he 
sees through your background and your 
future and recognizes there all your pos- 
sibilities to live for him? Do you know 
that he has a place for you among his 
followers? His message may not be, 
“Sell . . . and give,” because you may 
have nothing material with which to 
part. But as the Saviour looks at you 
he does see the stumblingblocks which 
hinder you from living a fully conse- 
crated life. (The girls might copy these 
two questions to use in their personal 
devotional periods as they search their 
own hearts for the answers: 1. Is there 
anything I would not be willing to do for 
the Lord Jesus Christ? 2. Is there any- 
thing I would not surrender to him? It 
may be worldly friends, amusements, 
worthless reading, fear of ridicule, fail- 
ure to witness for Christ, or something 
peculiarly personal.) 

How did the man who wanted eternal 
life respond to Christ’s message and 
love? 1. He “went away” from the op- 
portunities that the Lofd Jesus offered, 
back to his elegant home, his servants, 
his worldly companions, his life of ease. 
2. He “was sad” and “grieved” because 
such a great price was required. Don't 
you imagine that grief must have con- 
tinued? Don’t you believe he was for- 
ever haunted by Christ’s look of intense 
love and understanding tenderness, and 
that he was restless and ill at ease when- 
ever he thought of the Galilean whose 
love he had scorned? 

What do you suppose caused the man 
to go away? 1. Selfishness: He had not 
crucified self with its affections and lusts 
(Gal. 2:20; 5:24). 2. Unbelief: He did 
not believe that Christ’s way of life 
could bring him more genuine satisfac- 
tion than he now had (Acts 26:28). 

What are some of the things Christ’s 
followers are asked to surrender? (v. 
29.) 1. Possessions. 2. Family and 
friends. The Lord did not mean that 
we must leave them entirely, but we 
must not let people or possessions keep 
us from him. 

What do they receive in return? (v. 
30.) 1. Christian fellowship (1 John lL: 
7). 2. All needs supplied (Phil. 4:19). 
3. Persecutions because of service (1 Pet. 
4:16; Eph. 6:11). 4. Eternal life. 

The world says, “This is the life!” 
1. Pleasures for self. 2. Abundance of 
world’s goods. (The teacher may tell 
the story in Luke 12: 13-21.) 

Christ says, “I am... the life’ (John 
14:6). 1. Crucify self. “For ye are dead, 
and your life is hid with Christ in God” 
(Col. 3:3). 2. Seek God first; trust him 
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thereafter. 
ory Verse. 

(Following a lesson such as this, the 
teacher would have a fine opportunity 
for personal talks with the girls. They 
might gather in smail groups at her 
home or the church to plan a week-day 
party, to practice for a program, to sew 
or work on a project. Whenever the 
girls realize that their teacher is per- 
sonally interested in them and loves 
them, they will give her abundant op- 
portunity to help with their problems, 
and so many are greatly in need of 
sympathetic Christian guidance.) 

Next week we shal] learn how we may 
be loyal to God and to our country. 
Be ready to tell some of the things a 
good citizen should do for his country. 
Learn Mark 12:17. 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 


Let us all repeat the Mem- 


we 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 320) 


1. A young man, who came running and 
kneeled before him. “Good Master, what 
shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?’ 

2. He stressed the fact that God only is 
good, to test the young man as to his atti- 
tude toward him. 

3. Those that show how we should treat 
our fellow men. 

4. He declared that he had kept all of 
these from his youth up. 

5. He called on him to distribute his 
wealth to the poor and follow him. 

6. He turned away regretfully, for he was 
not prepared to own the authority of Christ 
over his life and possessions. 

7. He showed how difficult it is for a rich 
man to enter the Kingdom of God. 

8. He explained that it was the trust in 
riches that hindered. 

9. That of the camel and the needle’s eye. 

10. By stressing the difficulty, but show- 
ing that nothing is impossible with God. 


ve 
For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Material: For the Scripturegraph board, 
make a picture of a pair of balances. On 
one side put a bag marked “Riches,’’ and 
on the other side put a cutout of the 
rich young ruler marked “Service.”” Tip 
the balance so “Riches” is down. For 
the children’s books, a cutout of Jesus, 
with the Golden Text, “Come, .. . fol- 
low me.” 











O YOU know what this picture is 

that I have on the board today? It 
is a kind of scales for weighing things. 
We call it a balance, or a pair of bal- 
ances. When we put anything in one 
pan, to find how much it weighs, we 
must put weights into the other pan 
until the two pans balance just even. 
When we put something in one pan, and 
the weights do not raise it up even with 
the other side, we know the weights are 
not heavy enough. The heaviest thing 
will always bring down the pan. 

You didn’t know there was a thing in 
today’s lesson about a balance, did you? 
Let’s see just what it is about. It is 
about a young man who is known to us 
as the Rich Young Ruler. We don’t 
know his name. We do know he was 
young, and rich, and a ruler of some 
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sort, and he was a good young man. The 
first we see of him is when he comes 
running to the Lord Jesus one day, and 
fell down on his knees before him and 
asked, “Good Master, what shall I do 
that I may inherit eternal life?” He 
seemed to be very anxious to have eter- 
nal life. He wanted to work for it. He 
would have been willing to work hard 
for it. In fact, he had been working 
hard to be good all his life. He told the 
Lord Jesus he had kept all the com- 
mandments all his life. He was a won- 
derful young man, just about the kind 
we see so often: fine, clean, well edu- 
cated, well dressed, attractive, splendid 
young fellows. And the Bible tells us 
that the Lord looked upon him and loved 
him, just as he loves every one of the 
splendid young men in our high schools 
and colleges today. He longs for their 
love and service. 

But after Christ talked to this young 
man a few minutes, he told him he 
lacked one thing. The Lord Jesus Christ 
could look into his heart, and he saw 
that this rich young man loved his 
riches. So he told him to go and sell 
all he ‘had, and come and follow him. 
And then that young man did some 
weighing. Oh, he didn’t know he did. 
He didn’t have any scales or balances, 
but this is what he did. In his mind he 
said, “Can I give up my riches for this 
man’s service?” You see, he didn’t know 
Jesus Christ was God. And he thought 
how foolish it would be to sell all his 
land and give away his money to the 
poor. Still he was greatly drawn to the 
Lord Jesus, — he almost loved him. But 
his riches were heavier in his sight than 
Christ’s service, so the riches tipped 
down the balance, and the young man 
sadly turned and went away from the 
Lord. 

But there were some things in that 
side of the balance with “Service.” First, 
there was eternal life that Christ would 
give him, and all the joys of eternal life 
now and here. There was happiness and 
love and joy and peace in that balance. 
But the poor young man couldn’t see 
these things. 

So many people now are doing the 
same thing. They are saying, “I can’t 
give up riches and pleasure and my own 
way for Jesus.” And they are losing 
everything, just as this poor. rich young 
ruler did. 

What are you doing about it? Are you 
going to say “Yes,” when the Lord Jesus 
Christ asks you to follow him? He is 
asking you right now. He is waiting for 
you to answer him. If you have not 
taken Jesus Christ as your Saviour, will 
you do it now? 

Mopesto, CALir. 
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A child of God may be greatly af- 
flicted, yet be far from murmuring 
against his heavenly Father. Sorrow 
sanctified obtains God’s embrace; rebel- 
lious grief spoils the soul of communion. 
The cluster must be bruised to yield its 
wine, and the sufferings of heavenly pa- 
tience procure for the soul an overflow- 
ing cup of consolation, both for its own 
comfort and that of others (2 Cor. 1:4- 
6).—Robert C. Chapman. 











Lesson for May 15 





on 
The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











May 22. Being Popular without Sacrificing 
High Ideals. 1 Cor. 13:4-7; John 8:29; 2 Tim. 
2:22-25. 


Sunday, May 15 


Keeping Our Friendships Christian 
(Rom. 12:10-18) 





Mon.—The magic of love (1 Cor. 13:1-13). 
Tues.—The power of unselfishness (Gen. 
13:1-12). 


Wed.—Control the tongue (Jas. 3:1-18). 

Thurs.—The charm of kindness (Matt. 
25:31~-40). 

Fri.—Seeing the good in others (Matt. 
19:16-22). 

Sat.—Forgive possible slights (Luke 6: 
37, 38). 











HERE are two aspects of our topic 

that we shall do well to bring out in 
this week’s prayer meeting. Obviously 
we cannot keep our friendships Chris- 
tian until we make them Christian. 
Most of the trouble that Christian young 
people have concerning their friendships 
begins right here. 

We accept Christ as our Saviour and 
we intend sincerely to follow him. And 
yet, often, we try to hold on to old 
friendships with those who do not love 
and serve our Lord. Or, in some cases, 
even after we know the Lord Jesus, we 
allow ourselves to be drawn into at- 
tachments and companionships with those 
who do not know him. But before long 
we find that we are doing questionable 
things or going to places that we know 
our Lord would not approve. Instead of 
winning our friends to Christ, we wake 
up to the fact that they have won us 
into dishonoring him. 

4 

Now the craving for companionship 
and friendship is a most natural one 
for every normal young person. God’s 
Word recognizes this, and it teaches us 
the beauty and value of true friendship 
in the story of David and Jonathan, 
of Ruth and Naomi, of Paul and Phile- 
mon, and the like. But the Bible also 
teaches us the danger of being “un- 
equally yoked together with unbe- 
lievers.” 

God does not want to deprive us of 
friendships, but he does want to lead 
us into those that will make us truly 
happy and will stimulate us and help 
us in doing his will and in serving him. 
It may be necessary to let some of our 
old friends go, but we may depend upon 
it that the ones he will provide for us, 
if we will only be patient and trust him. 
will be infinitely better. 

bd 

As our Scripture passage siows us, 
we have also a responsibility in main- 
taining Christian friendships, once they 
are formed. Our affections are to be 
without hypocrisy (Rom: 12:9). All of 
us have known friendships that have 
been wrecked beyond repair by decep- 
tion or lying. This is bad enough among 
those who do not know Christ. But 
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certainly such things have no place be- 
tween Christians. 

True Christian friendship will prefer 
another before self (Rom. 12:10). As 
many of us have discovered, it is not 
easy to do this. Yet that does not alter 
our responsibility. What we cannot do 
in our own strength, the Lord Jesus can 
do in us and through us if we will only 
let him. 

A true Christian friendship will be a 
happy and patient one. Perhaps you 
have known “friends” who seem to 
carry about with them an atmosphere of 
gloom and depression, like the mother 
of Proserpine whose lantern seemed to 
make it darker wherever she went in- 
stead of brighter. 

As for patience, most of us can stand 
considerable increase in that virtue. Yet 
it is one of the bedrock foundations of 
true. friendship. There would be far 
fewer resorts to the divorce court if its 
value were more appreciated and culti- 
vated by those who start out to make 
a home together. 

A Christian friend will be hospitable 
(Rom. 12:13). We are living in such 
a mad rush in these days that the vir- 
tue of hospitality is well-nigh being 
crowded out of our lives. We simply 
haven’t time to give to others in our 
homes, consequently we are missing 
many opportunities of helping others in 
this simple, and yet very worth-while 
way. 

Christian friends will be forgiving 
(Rom. 12:14). One of the hardest things 
to bear, as we shall find in our Chris- 
tian experience, are the wounds that 
Christian friends give us. Yet if we 
are seeking to follow the Lord Jesus, 
we must also follow his example. He 
was “wounded” in the house of his 
friends. Yet you will remember that 
he prayed for them, “Father, forgive 
them; for they know not what they do” 
(Luke 23:34). 

A Christian friend will be sympa- 
thetic (Rom. 12:15). So often it is trag- 
ically, although unintentionally true, 
that Christians are not really sympa- 
thetic with one another. We are so 
eager to tell of our own difficulties and 
troubles that we have no time to listen 
to the difficulties of others. Or, if we 
do listen at all, we do not really enter 
in, understandingly, to the problems of 
our friends. Thus we are unable to give 
them Christian counsel or sympathy. 

Christian friendships will be based 
upon real values and not upon position 
or wealth or influence (Rom. 12:16). 
The way of the world is to cultivate 
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STONY BROOK-1938 


@ Nine Weeks oF BiBLE CONFERENCE 
sessions from July 1 through Sept. 5. 

@ SPEAKERS OF INTERNATIONAL REPU- 
tation including Drs. Donald Grey 
Barnhouse, Harry Rimmer, Wilbur 
M. Smith, Lewis Sperry Chafer, Al- 
bert Hughes, Will H. Houghton, 
Samuel M. Zwemer, William Ward 
Ayer, James E. Mallis, P ewe R. 
Graham, Jr., Montague Goodman, 
Calvert N. Ellis, and others. 

@ CONGENIAL FELLOWsHIP, DELIGHTFUL 
surroundings, comfortable accommo- 
dations, excellent food. 

@ HEALTHFUL RECREATION, INCLUDING 
salt water bathing, tennis, badminton, 
golf, etc., etc. 

@ RaTeEs FOR ENTERTAINMENT, $15 PER 
person a week and up, with special 
reduction for ministers and their 
families. 

ACCOMMODATIONS FOR TRAILER PARTIES 
For programs, rates, and reservations write 
DIRECTOR OF CONFERENCE ACTIVITIES 
STONY BROOK ASSEMBLY, STONY BROOK, N. Y. 
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those whom you can use as stepping- 
stones. But the Lord Jesus stooped 
down to the lowly and the simple 
minded. He did not disdain the friend- 
ship of the wealthy Nicodemus or the 
influential Joseph of Arimathea. But 
his friendship with them was not based 
upon their wealth or influence. He 
sought those whom he could help. 

Shall we not ask this greatest of all 
friends to enlarge our capacity for 
knowing him, and then to direct us and 
guide us to those whom he has chosen 
for us? Only with them may we find 
the fullness that he has for us in the 
great blessing of human friendships. 


PHILADELPHIA. 





[ Children at Home 








The Bittern’s Nest 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


UST at dawn four of us stole out of 
J the sleeping inn and along the silent 
village streets, sweet with the scent of 
lilacs. Right in front of the town hall 
we found the first nest of the day. Cun- 
ningly hidden in the crotch of. a sugar 
maple just over the heads of unseeing 
passers-by, a robin had brooded day by 
day over four eggs, whose heavenly blue 
made a jewel casket of her mud nest. 
I hope that the brave, silent bird raised 
‘her babies and sent them out to add to 
the world’s store of music and beauty. 

Beyond the village we dragged a 
meadow. A long cord was tied to the 
ankles of two of us, who walked away 
from each other until it was taut, and 
then marched slowly through the fields. 
The moving line just swished the top 
of the long grass and flushed any ground 
birds which might be nesting within the 
area covered by the fifty foot cord. Our 
first haul was a vesper sparrow’s nest, 
the bird breaking cover near my end, 
made of grass; and set in a little hollow 
in the ground. It held three bluish- 
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white eggs, blotched and clouded with 
umber and lavender at the larger ends. 
Two of them were marked with black 
hieroglyphics like those seen on the eggs 
of an oriole or a red-winged blackbird. 
The vesper is that gray sparrow which 
shows two white tail feathers when it 
flies and sings an alto strain, whose first 
two notes are always in a different key 
from the rest of the song. 

Beyond the meadows we came to a 
great marsh. There the Artist made a 
discovery. Waist deep among the sedges, 
with tiny short-billed marsh wrens chip- 
ping and chopping all around him, he 
suddenly espied a round ball made of 
green grass fastened to the rushes, with 
a little hole in one side. 

“The nest of the short-billed marsh 
wren!” he declared loudly. We hurried 
to him. The nest was empty, but as it 
was early for the wrens to be laying, 
this fact had no effect on his triumph. 
We admired the nest, the bird, and the 
discoverer freely, all except the Archi- 
tect, who lingered behind the rest of us 
regarding the nest with much suspicion. 
Suddeniy he noted a movement in the 
grass, and a tawny little meadow mouse 
climbed up the grass stems and popped 
into the hole in the side, to find out what 
this inquisitive race of giants had been 
doing to his house. It was pitiful to see 
the Artist. At first he denied the mouse. 
Then when it dashed out in front of us 
he claimed that its presence had nothing 
to do with the question of the owner- 
ship of the nest. ° 

“Isn’t it possible,” he demanded bit- 
terly, “that a well-behaved meadow 
mouse may make a neighborly call on a 
marsh wren?” 

“No,” replied the Architect decisively, 
and we started away from the discredited 
nest. 

Later on the Artist had his revenge. 
We were hunting everywhere for the 
bittern’s nest. Suddenly, as the Artist 
stepped on a tussock, a large squawking 
bird flew out from under his foot. No 
wonder she squawked. He had stepped 
so nearly on top of her that, as she es- 
caped, she left behind a handful of long, 
beautiful mottled tail feathers, unmis- 
takably those of an English pheasant. 

The nest was at the side of the tussock, 
entirely covered over with arched reeds, 
and contained fifteen eggs, three of 
which the clumsy foot of the Art- 
ist had broken. It was nearly eight 
inches acress and about three inches 
deep, made entirely of grass. Hur- 
riedly clearing away the broken eggs, 
we called the Architect from the far- 
ther side of the swamp. He hur- 
ried up, took one look at the nest, 
and then told us solemnly that this was 
one of the most unusual occurrences 
known in ornithology. Three pairs of 
bitterns had joined housekeeping and 
laid in the same nest. 

It was hard on the Architect that we 
should have flushed probably the only 
bird in the world whose dull coffee-col- 
ored eggs are almost identical in color 
and size with those of the American bit- 
tern, and it was not until the Artist 
produced the pheasant’s tail feathers 
that our frietid would admit that there 
was anything wrong with his theory. 

All the rest of that day we searched 
in vain for a bittern’s nest. At last 
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when the sun was westering well down 
the sky, we reluctantly left the marsh. 
Five miles lay between us and ciean 
clothes and a bath. 

As we approached the village, we saw 
showing beyond the meadows an unex- 
plored branch of the marsh, and decided 
that we had time for just one more hunt. 
There we found the worst going of the 
day. In front of us were innumerable 
dry cattails and reeds, while the mud 
was deeper and the mosquitoes fiercer 
than in the main swamp. 

Two of the party sat down-under a 
tree to rest, but the Artist and I planned 
to cross to a fringe of woods on the 
farther side before giving up. We 
reached the woods without finding any- 
thing, and came back together. When 
we were within two hundred yards of 
where the other two were luxuriously 
waiting for us in the shade, from under 
my very feet flapped a monstrous bird 
nearly three feet high. It was the bit- 
tern. I was so close that I could see 
the yellow bill, and the glossy black on 
the sides of the neck and tips of the 
wings, and the different shades of brown 
on back, head, and wings. 

As it sprang up, it gave a hoarse cry 
and. flapped off with labored strokes of 
its broad wings. Right before me was 
a flat platform of reeds about a foot in 
diameter, well packed down, and raised 
about five inches from the water. On it 
were a shred or so of down and four 
eggs, exactly like the pheasant’s eggs, 
and we went back to the inn filled with 
the contentment that follows a success- 
ful bird trip. 


HAVERFORD, Pa. 
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Lesson for May 15 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lesson, issued by the Internatianal Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


May 9 to 15 


Mon.—Mark 10:17-22. Failing to Stand the Test. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Sad at that say- 
ing.” Scriptural tests find many want- 
ing. The reproving, correcting Word of 
God disappoints many. Carnal hearts 
rebel against the practical application of 
the Scriptures. They will not “endure 
sound doctrine.” Nearly all cults show 
disappointment at various features of 
Christ’s teaching. They are ashamed of 
him and of his words. Many are “sad” 
at this or “that” saying of Christ. How 
is it with the reader? Pray for work 
among Europeans in Casablanca, Mo- 
rocco. 


Tues.—Mark 10:23-31. How to Stand ‘the Test. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Lo, we have left 
all, and have followed thee.” All must 
be left at the last breath. Leaving all 
at the -breath ‘of Christ is a joyful sor- 
row. Self-denial. never will be easy for 
“the flesh.” Christ living out his life 
within makes the face set like a flint 
toward the cross of self-denial. The 
drawing love of the Crucified makes one 
willing to leave all for Christ. Pray for 
the Orphanage for Moorish Girls at Tan- 
gier, Morocco. 


Wed.—Job 42:10-17. Standing the Test. 
PRAYER SuccEstions: “All his brethren, 
... Sisters, and... acquaintance... be- 
moaned him, and comforted him.” Job 
came out of his trials as gold refined in 
the fire. Great losses are always repaid 
by God’s manifold rewards. “Ye have 
heard of the patience of Job, and have 
seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord 
is very pitiful, and of tender mercy” 
(Jas. 5:11). Pray for a new Mission 
Dispensary in Tunis. -— 


Thurs.—Matthew 25:14-23. Faithful Servants. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Good and faith- 
ful.” “Good” refers to character, and 
“faithful” to conduct. What we are, and 
what we do, will come up for review 
before the whole Church at the judg- 
ment seat of Christ. Ashamed at his 
coming will be those who, saved by 
grace, have not served the Lord accept- 
ably. The paths of righteousness are 
always paths of peace. Pray for Tulloch 
Memorial Hospital, Fangier, Morocco. 


Fri.—Matthew 25:24-30. Unfaithful Servants. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Unprofitable 
servant.” Human perversity is here in 
view. Secret love of sin makes Chris- 
tians lazy. Self-will makes one an “un- 
profitable servant.” Thank Cod, “un- 
profitable” John Marks may yet become 
profitable. Pray for the work of the 
North Africa Mission in Morocco, 34, 
Bisham Gardens, Highgate, London, N. 6. 


Sat.—Luke 16:1-10. 
The Question of Stewardship. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Faithful in that 
which is least.” Christ emphasized the 
importance of details. Attention to 
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minute details of life and service savors 
of his grace. How we manage our per- 
sonal, family, and other affairs for God 
here will have definite bearing upon 
our ministrations “over there.” The com- 
monplaces of life test individual volition. 
Policy, management, career are all re- 
flected in daily deportment. In ministry 
and administration of affairs for God are 
you faithful in little things? Pray for 
Unevangelized Fields Mission, 21 Lin- 


_coln Avenue, Toronto 9, Can.; 75, Mild- 


may Park, London, N. 1. 


Sun.—John 15:8-16. The Test of Fruitbearing. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Bear much 
fruit.” The earth is fruitful in its sea- 
son. God’s first command to man was: 
“Be fruitful.” “The fruit of the Spirit” 
springing from a Christ-filled heart, 
when abundant, glorifies God. “Herein 
is my Father glorified, that ye bear much 
fruit.” Pray for North East India Gen- 
eral Mission, 1212 Otis Building, Phila- 
celphia. 
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This Year's 
Fundamentals Convention 


HE twenty-first annual convention of 

the World’s Christian Fundamentals 
Association will be held in the Walnut 
Street Baptist Church, Waterloo, Iowa, 
May 8-15. The theme will be, “Funda- 
mentalism on the March.” 

The topics of the addresses, to be pre- 
sented by an unusually fine group of 
twenty speakers, are timely and of vital 
interest to all Fundamentalists in these 
difficult days. Among the subjects to 
be discussed are the following: 

The Challenge of the Hour. Paul W. Rood, 


President of the World’s Christian Funda- 
mentals Association. 


Evolution, the Root of All Isms. Dan Gil- 
bert, San Diego. ’ 


Stereopticon Lectures on Palestine. 
Olson, Upland, Calif. 


The Prophets of Baal. B. H. Shadduck, Da- 
mascus, Ohio. 


Winning Men for Christ. Walter L. Wilson, 
M.D., Kansas City. 


Kagawa, Stanley Jones, and Buchman. W. B. 
Riley, Minneapolis. 


God’s Cure for World Confusion. Claude A. 
Watson, Los Angeles. 


Why I Am a Christian. Paul W. Rood. 
Revolution or Revival. Dan Gilbert. 


Is the Coming of the Lord Near at Hand? 
Paul W. Rood. 


Tom 
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The Lost Generation Returns 


By B. H. PEARSON 


| ‘A gripping story, a well handled 
romance, and a surprise in every chapter.’’ 


| Helps you solve the ever 
ee, present problem of youth 
F lost to the Church. Sunday 
school teachers and officers 


are inspired by its usable 
suggestions. 





This prize story is recom- 
LOST GENERATION 


mended reading for pastors, 
RETU 


superintendents, parents, 
and young people — buy 
copies for your friends. 


160 pages, cloth binding, title gold stamped 
Postpaid, only $1.00 


ORDER FROM YOUR NEAREST BOOK STORE 
OR DIRECT FROM 


LIGHT & LIFE PRESS. 
WINONA LAKE, IND. 


SOUND GOSPEL 
TRACTS—FREE 


Offered in limited quantities to those unable to purchase, 
promising careful, immediate distribution. Send three- 
—_ - amd for samples from which to order. Mention 
this ad. 


BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASS'N 
837 N. Wells Street Chicago, Illinois 

















Dept. S. S. 








=, WILL YOU WEAR THIS SUIT 
and Make up to $12 ina Day 


iss ime wool ‘ion tailored FREE 
carn Ee 
s—FREE OF COST 
details. A’ AL SAMPLES 
co. Dept, E-128 


CHILDREN'S DAV 
PROGRAMS AND PAGEANTS 


FREE—32 pase catalogue of Pageants, Cantatas, Song 
Stories and music of two new services. 

PROGRAMS WITH TABLEAUX 
1. Hearers of His Word. Music. Recitations. Tableaux. 
4 pps 4 ~~, Music. eoeeoseet, ete. 

e use of either will insure a highly satisfactory Children’s 
Day Program. $6.00 for 100 copies, pasate f 
RAINBOW OVER THE HEART (Doz. $3.00) 

Send for examination coer. Charming, easily prepared 
cantata for children. Beautiful music. Very little dialogue. 
CHILDREN’S DAY HELPER No. 24 (Es. 25 cents) 
Send stamps for 6 copy. More than 100 drills, recitations, 
songs, etc. (Not sent for examination). - 
THE RODEHEAVER HALL-MACK CO. 
; re PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
28 E. Jackson Bivd 124 N. 15th Street 
Suite 1362 
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HIS was the question asked by a Chris- 


tian Jew in Vienna just a day or two 
after the Hitler hordes of savagery had 
swooped down upon a helpless population 
of Jews in that ‘‘Putsch” by which Hitler 
accomplished his coup de état in swift seiz- 
ure of Austria. Our correspondent wrote us 
of agonies which we in our land of plenty 
know little about. Here are a few sentences : 


“Today an astronomer, a great 
scholar whom I myself was deemed 
worthy to lead to the Lord, came to 
me to ask whether suicide was under 
all circumstances a sin. It is abso- 
lutely impossible for him to find work. 
Formerly the family was rich; now 
their last savings are gone. The 
Hebrew Christian writers who have 
now lost every possibility to have 
their works published are living in 
utmost misery. Many a night I can- 
not sleep when I think of the great 
numbers of those who wait to be 
supported by us.”’ 


The roadways out of Vienna 
were choked with Jewish men, 
women, and children, packs on 
backs, hurrying to escape from an 
Austria gone mad with Nazi hate 
for the Jew. Suddenly all frontiers 
were closed, and these poor Jews 
only found that they must return 
to whatever might await them. 
The trains were crowded with the 
better class Jews, who had gath- 
ered together what possessions 
they could, and were rushing like- 
wise to escape. At every frontier 
the trains were stopped, every 
Jew was dragged out, searched 
down to the skin, and stripped of 
every possession he had. The 
Nazis boasted that they had thus 
collected over twenty million shil- 
lings! They then loosed these 
hapless Jews and told them they 
might go where they would! 

Suicides by wholesale are reported daily. 
So horrible is the agony facing some of 
these harassed Jews, that death seems to 
them the only way out. 

From our Branch in Paris, where the 
Lord is allowing us to carry on a tender 
ministry of Christian love to some 25,000 
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American Board of Missions to the Jews, Inc., 
27 Throop Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Yes, I want to help in your Christ ministry of love to Israel. I enclose 


Use it for His glory among His people. 


“IS SUICIDE A SIN?” 


pitifully desperate Jewish refugees from Nazi 
land, there come other heartbreaking re- 
ports of conditions that seem almost un- 
believable in our day of boasted culture 
and civilization. Here is just one sample of 
Nazi cruelty, the victim being the one whose 
photograph appears on this page. One of 


our workers in Paris wnites the story : 


We have on hand Rabbi F., 84 years 





RABBI F., A VICTIM OF NAZI JEW-HATE 


old, and his daughter Ella, 28 years old, 
both refugees from Germany. I wonder if 
you could help us in this particularly tragic 
case? Rabbi F. was many years in New 
York and iater on in Germany. He was 
of the sect Chassidim (the Pious). He is 


married, had several children: 3 sons who 
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fell in the war, the other one is still living 
(refugee in Austria), and one daughter Ella 
who lives with him in Paris. His wife, who 
was a refugee in Austria with the son, died 
recently. In the beginning of Hitlerism the 
F. family was in Berlin and then horible 
persecutions began. The Rabbi and Ella 
had dreadful wounds and injuries from 
Nazis who came to their home. Both 
were literally thrown out (see this 
photo of the Rabbi after those 
wounds); Ella had bullet from re- 
volver in one arm. The Nazis 
sacked the house, took all the 
money, and after that, the house 
was definitely taken by the Nazis. 

After those awful times they 
left Germany, and the Rabbi and 
Ella have been in Paris for two 
years, where it is not only tragic 
misery, but now desperate ill- 
ness of Ella who has a cancer 
and cannot live more than a few 
months. A surgeon, a friend of 
ours, hoped to delay the illness 
for a while with an operation, but 
Ella can’t accept to leave her 
father so old and ill himself, and 
we did not succeed in persuading 
her to have this operation. (I will 
take her every week in hospital 
for “Rayons X.") I am afraid 
her father will lose her before his 
own death. 

They live both in the same poor 
hotel bedroom, have nothing to 
eat, and we have in our hearts the 
deep desire to help them until the 
end of their life on the earth, with 
our love, prayers, and moral and 
material relief. We would need a 
few extra hundred francs a month 
to give them food, medicines, 
and pay a part of the rent. The 
only help they receive is 100 francs per 
month (less than $4.00) from the Jewish 
Committee in Paris for German refugees. As 
they are “Insoluble cases” nobody wants 
to take care of them on their suffering path. 

Child of God, does not your heart bleed 
as you read these reports ? Can you not say 
with Jeremiah of old, “Oh that my head 
were rivers of water, that | might weep for 
Jerusalem "’ ? 

Our Mr. Cohn hopes, the Lord willing, to leave 
early in June, for a journey of mercy to these 
lands of living torture. We hope to supply him with 
many thousands of dollars that he may distribute, 
through our trusted Missionary agents, among the 
most desperate cases of poverty and suffering in 
the distress areas of Central Europe. 

Will you pray that -his going may be fruitful, 
that his journey may be watched over by Him whe 
is still Israel’s Keeper and Israel’s Shepherd? And 
may we count upon your prayerful fellowship in 
such a time as this ? 


The Chosen People, our monthly publication, 
is sent to all supporting friends. 
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